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in tl]is issue... 
Growth and outreach—central themes 
in "The Mission of Christ's Family" 
(page 5). This article by Charles Rickel is 
the first of a four-page series growing 
out of the theme presentations given at 
the most recent General Conference. 
Related articles in this issue include: 
an incident in personal evangelism that 
was nearly too-long delayed (page 3), an 
outline of the New Testament mandate 
for world evangelization (page 17), and 
an interview focusing on Alive '85, the 
upcoming Denver conference on evan-
gelism and church planting (page 8). 
Peace Sunday is March 3. And "must 
reading" is the article (page 10) by Major 
General (Ret.) Kermit D. Johnson, 
former chief of chaplains for the United 
States Army. Both Johnson and John 
Stoner (see page 12) discuss the threat of 
nuclear armaments. 
In a different vein, yet still related to 
the subject of peace and reconciliation, 
is the article on page 13 dealing with 
litigation in the world of business. 
By the way, you may order the poster 
which appears on page 10, entitled "A 
Modest Proposal," by writing to MCC 
U.S. Peace Section, Box M, Akron, PA 
17501. The cost is $1 per copy postpaid; 
reduced prices for five copies or more. 




"When daughters grow up," by Mrs. 
Barbara Day of Sherkston, Ontario, 
received the first place rating in the 
Evangelical Visitor's first annual writing 
contest. The article will appear in the 
May issue of the Visitor. 
The article receiving the second place 
award was written by Gail Charman, of 
Abilene, Kansas. Faithe Zercher, of 
Harrisburg, Penna., received third place 
honors. 
Our thanks to all who submitted 
entries. Watch the Visitor for the theme 
and other details for the next contest. 
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M y 
neighbor 
by Christopher Harris 
H low long did he live next door? Five 
years, six? I really don't know. There are 
several things I do know, however. 
I all but ignored him for most of those 
years. Sure, I'd say hello if I was in the 
front yard when he passed, and he'd 
grunt a reply, but that was about it. I 
didn't even know his name. 
To be honest, he wasn't the kind of 
man I wanted for a friend—or a neigh-
bor. He was gruff and foul-mouthed, 
and usually had a few six-packs with 
him when he returned from the store. 
Besides, I was busy with my work and 
with church activities; certainly too busy 
to spend time with someone of that sort. 
Last year something happened to 
make me notice my neighbor a little 
more. 
He had his left leg amputated just 
below the knee and was confined to a 
wheelchair. He was not, however, con-
fined to the house or yard and was often 
seen passing the house in his wheelchair, 
as self-reliant and independent as ever. I 
had to mire his courage. 
The post office is just a block from my 
house and I go there frequently. I began 
to see my neighbor—his name is Bud— 
in the post office parking lot, just sitting 
there in his wheelchair. I made a point; 
of waving and saying hello. He'd respond 
or nod, depending on his mood, I guess. 
Eventually it bothered me that this 
Christopher Harris is a free-lance writer 
living in Van Nuys, California. 
man had lived next door to me for so 
long and yet we were barely more than 
acquaintances. I was involved in the 
witnessing program at my church, often 
going into the homes of total strangers 
each week to proclaim the truths of the 
gospel. Why then shouldn't I at least try 
to reach my neighbor? 
So I walked over to Bud as I left the 
post office one afternoon. "How are you 
doing today?' I asked. 
"Okay," he muttered. 
"If you're going home I could push 
you," I volunteered. 
"I'm waiting for Evan," he said, refer-
ing to the man who owned the house 
next door. "He should be off work 
pretty soon." 
"Okay, see you later," I replied. 
That's about all I did at first. If I saw 
him, I'd stop and talk to him for a few 
seconds. Our conversations were usu-
ally very deep and meaningful; like, "Is it 
hot enough for you?" but at least we 
were talking. 
Within a few months, Bud grew 
weaker and was unable to propel him-
self. He seldom left the house anymore. 
An older man on our block took it upon 
himself to look in on Bud from time to 
time, and to shave him, but Bud was still 
alone for many hours each day. 
One afternoon I noticed that the boy 
who delivered our newspaper also deliv-
ered one next door. It lay in the drive-
way until Evan came home from work. 
Something told me I was wasting my 
time and that he really wouldn't appre-
ciate it, but I found myself walking next 
door, entering the yard, and picking up 
the paper, delivering it to Bud. 
"Thanks a lot," he said in that gruff 
way of his. 
It became a daily ritual. Sometimes 
we'd talk for a while—I found out he 
was really quite harmless, despite that 
unprintable vocabulary—sometimes I'd 
just hand him the paper and leave, but 
he seemed to appreciate it. 
o "f course I had an ulterior motive. 
I planned to become his friend and then 
share Jesus with him. I kept telling 
myself that there'd be a perfect opening, 
but somehow I was always in a hurry on 
the days when he seemed willing to talk. 
When I had extra time, he was usually 
watching a movie on television and 
didn't want an interruption. 
Week in and week out I delivered the 
paper to him. During this time we did 
become friends. Occasionally I'd men-
tion something about church. Bud told 
me that he and his brother went to Sun-
day school as kids, but he couldn't recall 
which denomination. 
No matter how hard I tried, witness-
ing verbally seemed next to impossible. I 
decided to use another method, loaning 
him a copy of Charles Colson's book, 
"Born Again." He didn't seem terribly 
thrilled to get it, but he didn't refuse it, 
either. Perhaps this will be one way of 
reaching him, I thought. 
Thee was no doubt that Bud was 
growing weaker. He was losing weight; 
his face was lined and tired, despite the 
fact that he was just past 50. Holding 
objects became a problem for him, and 
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My neighbor 
for that reason he read little of the book 
I had given him. 
Perhaps I would have continued my 
daily unproductive trips next door in-
definitely if Bud's condition hadn't grown 
progressively worse. Like so many other 
times, I would have allowed the rela-
tionship to go on and on without really 
saying anything about the Lord. 
"I'm going back to the hospital," Bud 
announced one afternoon. 
That caught me off guard. "How 
soon?' I wanted to know. 
"Friday." 
"How long do you think you'll be 
gone?" 
"I may just stay there." 
That was Wednesday, so I knew I had 
very little time. I had a previous com-
mitment for that afternoon, so the next 
day I returned, armed with my witness-
ing packet from church and sheer deter-
mination. 
It was still difficult, but I talked to 
Bud about Jesus that afternoon and he 
seemed perfectly willing to listen. He 
freely admitted that he would go to 
hell when he died, and of course I 
assured him that it wasn't necessary. 
He was a very courteous, quiet audi-
ence as I presented the facts of the gos-
pel. I told him about the free gift of 
Heaven, man's sinful condition, God's 
requirement of perfection. Christ's death 
on the cross and bodily resurrection, 
and the essential ingredient of faith on 
our part. 
Bud had been having trouble with his 
throat and lungs, but in all the months I 
had been visiting him he never had a 
coughing attack such as he had that 
afternoon. 
It seemed to grow worse just as I was 
discussing faith and the necessity of 
making a personal decision to receive 
Jesus as Savior. It was so bad, in fact, 
that I couldn't complete my presenta-
tion. He was in a great deal of pain. 
Since his condition wasn't improving, 
arrangements were made for him to 
enter the hospital Monday afternoon. I 
went over to his house Monday morn-
ing. He was alone when I entered the 
house, sitting at the table drinking a 
beer. 
"Do you want to take 'Born Again' 
with you to the hospital?' I asked. 
He shook his head. "Can't turn the 
pages." 
I briefly explained that he could re-
ceive Christ by asking him to come into 
his heart right then. Bud was more con-
cerned about getting dressed, though. 
His friend, the older gentlemen, arrived 
shortly thereafter and then the ambu-
lance came. I was there when the "meat 
wagon," as Bud called it, drove off. We 
waved a goodbye to each other. 
Well, at least I tried, I thought, return-
ing home. Maybe someone will witness 
to him at the hospital. Of course I would 
continue to pray for him. 
I didn't know if I would ever see Bud 
again—he had told me that he would 
never return to the house next door— 
but two weeks later he was back. I went 
over to see him and he looked worse 
than ever, sprawled on a bed, totally 
helpless. 
"They couldn't do anything more for 
him at the hospital," his friend told me 
later. "I'm going to try to get him into a 
convalescent home." 
To be honest, I didn't know if Bud 
would live through the weekend. But he 
did. 
He was sitting at the table, drinking 
orange juice, when I went over to see 
him Monday. "No more beer," he told 
me. 
"How do you feel?' I asked. 
He answered, but I can't repeat what 
he said. 
Tuesday he was taken to a convales-
cent home. Unlike the hospital, it was in 
the area. I made a point of going by to 
see him a few days later. He looked 100 
percent better than he had on Monday. 
There were sheets on the bed (which 
wasn't always the case at his house) and 
around-the-clock care. He seemed glad 
to see me. 
To be honest he 
wasn't the kind of 
man I wanted for a 
friend—or a neigh-
bor. He was gruff, 
foul-mouthed, and 
usually had a six-pack 
with him. 
I began to stop by to see Bud regularly 
after that, and each time I attempted to 
witness to him in some way. Sometimes 
I would read a devotional from "Our 
Daily Bread." He seemed receptive and 
it was apparent that he had some sort of 
vague faith in God. "Somebody was 
looking out for me when they took my 
leg off," he said, referring to last year's 
surgery, "I almost died, you know." 
He was still having trouble breathing, 
however, and had to be rushed to the 
hospital one weekend. I didn't even 
know about it until he had been returned 
to the convalescent home. That was last 
week. 
On Tuesday night I went to see him. 
An oxygen tank stood next to the bed 
and there was a tube inserted in his nose 
to help him breathe. We talked about his 
emergency trip to the hospital and I used 
this experience as an opening to present 
the gospel. 
"Would you like to pray and ask 
Jesus to come into your heart?' I asked. 
"I'll do it the next time you come," he 
promised. 
I knew time was running out for Bud. 
I returned on Thursday evening and 
read the sinner's prayer we use in our 
witnessing program. I wanted him to 
know the kinds of things he should pray 
about if and when he decided to give his 
heart to the Lord. 
"I repeated it to myself while you were 
reading it," he told me when I had 
finished. 
"Good," I said. "But let's do it again, 
and this time—if what I say is what you 
want—repeat the words after me out 
loud." 
I did, and he did. I could hardly 
believe it. Bud was praying to receive 
Christ! 
Was he sincere? Only God really 
knows. He said he "hoped he meant it" 
and that he "felt something" when we 
talked about it later. I am convinced 
that Bud is more than a former neigh-
bor, he's now my brother in the Lord. 
It wasn't easy witnessing to someone 
like Bud. It took months, in fact, but as 
far as I'm concerned, his prayer to 
receive Christ that Thursday night made 
it all worth the effort. I've learned 
through this experience that there is no 
greater joy in life than to have a part in 
leading someone to Jesus Christ before 
it's too late. Do you have a neighbor you 
could be sharing with? • 




Several years ago the news media car-
ried a story about a 74-year-old man 
who in 1937 left his wife and son, and 
was just recently discovered in a moun-
tain cave, living alone. He rejected the 
pleas of his family to return home, stat-
ing, "I am much more comfortable liv-
ing in a cave." 
Bruce Larson, in his book The Emerg-
ing Church, observes that this could be a 
parable indicative of the church in our 
time. Frightened by the prospect of 
becoming involved in the changing tides 
and pressures of the day, the church has 
too often hollowed out its own cave 
where it can remain untouched by the 
world. To become enmeshed in the 
problems and stresses of culture, poli-
tics, economics, and changing morality 
has seemed a sure way for the church to 
lose its purity and possibly its very 
identity.1 
Larson reports that in the town where 
he lived, a church was built in the shape 
of an ark. He writes, "The builders of 
Charles Rickelpastors the Bethany Breth-
ren in Christ Church in Thomas, Okla. This 
article is condensed from his theme sermon 
presented at the 1984 General Conference. 
Excerpts or condensations of the other three 
sermons will appear in subsequent issues of 
the Visitor. 
that church are to be commended for 
their honesty in representing architect-
urally what the church has all too often 
been in actuality."2 This he calls "ark 
theology," where communities of be-
lievers, anxious to remain faithful to the 
Lord, have built strong walls around 
themselves to keep out the winds of 
change and controversy. But in his letter 
to the church at Ephesus, Paul makes it 
clear that an ark theology will not do. 
We must understand our family's mis-
sion and be about it. 
The mission and mystery of Christ's 
family: Ephesians 3:1-13 
Paul, referring to himself as the pris-
oner of Christ, explains that God's 
We must live, 
give, and act 
like God's mission 
is our priority, 
by Charles M. Rickel 
secret plan was made known to him 
(3:1-6). The mystery is revealed: in Christ 
we become members of God's family, 
joint heirs. Gentile and Jewish believers 
all share in the promises God made 
through Jesus. Christ is God's secret 
which he wants made known to all peo-
ple, in order that they may become 
members of his family. 
Paul was made a servant of the gospel 
by God's special gift which he received 
through God's power (3:7-10). This gift 
included the ability to make known and 
convince others about the good news. 
God gives, and wants to continue to give 
us—each of us—the ability to make 
known his good news to others. 
Our goals must include this special 
gift at work in us to make known his 
infinite riches to a bankrupt society. A 
church will be defeated if it is problem-
centered, or if it has inadequate goals. A 
church that is alive must encourage 
individuals within its membership to 
dream personal dreams about God's 
new thing for them. Families within the 
church need to have the capacity of 
dreaming a new dream of what God is 
doing in and for and through them.3 
I believe that part of the special gift is 
seeing clearly the mission of Christ's 
family, and being conscious of its prior-
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ity. Paul clearly understood his mission, 
and it became the number one priority 
in his life. 
God's eternal purpose is achieved 
through Christ (3:11-13): his salvation 
for all, his unique presence in our lives, 
and his love received and expressed by 
his family. Additionally, God's purpose 
for his family is to make the gospel 
known to others. We must not be dis-
tracted from this. We are assured we can 
go into God's presence with all confi-
dence and there find what we need to 
accomplish his purpose, which is clearly 
stated in 1 Corinthians 14:12, "Try to 
excel in gifts that build up the church." 
God's eternal purpose for his family is 
summarized by Maxie Dunnam: 
The church, then, is two things: 
(1) a demonstration plot for the 
breaking down and thefinal disso-
lution of the barriers of hatred and 
suspicion which divide humanity; 
and (2) the staging ground for the 
expression of and release of the 
mighty power of Christ to draw all 
persons unto Him,4 
Making mission possible in Christ's 
family: Ephesians 3:14-19 
Paul falls on his knees to pray for 
Christ's family—that from the wealth of 
God's glory the family would possess 
what it needs to make mission possible. 
He is very specific in four petitions of his 
intercession. 
First, to achieve our mission we must 
know God's power (3:14-16). This, Paul 
is convinced, is the way to be strong in 
our inner selves, to know the power of 
God's Spirit. Paul is not praying that we 
regard God as a commodity to be used 
simply for our creature comforts, hap-
piness, security, and success. We des-
perately need God's power to set us free 
from the sins of our age, and to empower 
us for the task of mission. For this Paul 
prays that "out of his glorious riches 
[God] may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being" 
(v. 16). 
Second, to achieve our mission we 
must know Christ's presence in our lives 
(3:17). Christ is not simply to be our 
honored guest, but is to make his home 
in our hearts. "When he does we get a 
new orientation for life."5 This can only 
happen through faith—a faith that gives 
him room. Paul could pray this way 
with credibility because he experienced 
the presence of Christ, and as a result his 
life was dramatically changed. For Paul 
to live was Christ (Phil. 1:21). 
Third, to achieve our mission we must 
know our roots—God's love. For the 
Brethren in Christ family, our roots 
must be more than Anabaptist, Pietistic, 
EVANGELISM AND CHURCH GROWTH IN ACTION 
Alive '85 
An Inter-Church Evangelism Event for Brethren in Christ 
(Sponsored by the Brethren Church, the Brethren in Christ, the Church of the 
Brethren, the General Conference Mennonite Church, the Mennonite Brethren 
Church, and the Mennonite Church) 
April 11-14, 1985 
(Thursday evening—Sunday afternoon) 
Regency Hotel, Denver, Colo. 
• Plenary sessions will be times of worship, celebration, inspiration. 
• Stories about congregational outreach and witness. 
• Workshops on Friday and Saturday afternoons. 
• O w e n Alderfer of the Brethren in Christ will be a featured speaker. 
• Sunday morning will include a special Brethren in Christ caucus—a 
time to dream together regarding new possibilities for evangelism 
and new member ministries within the life of the church. 
• Costs include: 
—Housing: Room with one double bed —$45 
Room with two double beds —$55 




—Meals: moderately priced restaurants are in the immediate 
area 
To register, write to: Alive '85, P.O. Box 911, Goshen, IN 46526. 
Or call toll-free: (800) 348-7468. (Registration materials have also 
been sent to all Brethren in Christ pastors.) 
THERE IS STILL TIME. . . . 
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Wesleyan, Pennsylvania Dutch, etc. El-
ton Trueblood puts this in perspective 
for us: 
We shall be far stronger if we 
know what is peripheral and what 
is central. For example, whether 
we have communion with Christ 
is of supreme significance, but 
whether this is done by the use of 
bread and wine, or without them, 
is a matter in which honest differ-
ences do no harm. . . . but 
whether a man is really immersed 
in the love of Christ is central,6 
For the Christian, our roots must be 
more than monuments of the past. One 
summer day our family took a walk in a 
thickly wooded area in Ohio. In an Old 
cemetery we discovered some of my 
family roots. But our roots in Christ's 
family are not monuments of the dead. 
His love is something that is alive and 
viable. 
In order to make mission happen, we 
must have a good understanding of 
God's love. Together we need to know 
how broad, how long, how high and 
how deep his love is. Paul is saying that 
this love of Christ is far beyond the 
rational limits of intellect or theory. 
Though we cannot fully understand it, 
we must know it to share it. 
Fourth, Paul prays that to achieve 
our mission we must know the fulness of 
God: "Be filled to the measure of all the 
fulness of God" (3:19). We can only be 
filled with him when we empty ourselves 
of self. Dunnam writes, "Wouldn't that 
be something—to begin every day and 
every enterprise brim full of God? Our 
dreams and goals full of God !"7 If we are 
to be about his business, if we are to 
achieve our mission for him, we must 
first be filled with him. Then mission 
becomes possible. 
Making mission happen in Christ's 
family: Ephesians 3:20-21 
We now come to the doxology of this 
chapter: "Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is 
at work within us, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen." 
It's an amazing, thrilling, and hum-
bling thought: God's power working in 
us. The key is getting out of his way, and 
getting in THE way. The problem with 
some is that they want his power to do 
their thing. Others are so caught up with 
the idea of heaven and getting there, 
they aren't really thinking about his 
power working in them right now; mis-
sion isn't their priority. 
One elderly Christian came up to 
Charles Lindburgh (during his barn-
storming days) and said, "How much 
will you charge to take me right up to 
heaven and leave me there?' Sometimes 
we want to escape this world with all of 
its sins and problems, but we have unfin-
ished business here. God is asking us to 
let his power work in us to accomplish 
our mission, not to escape it. 
When we think about Christ's family 
making mission happen, we must focus 
on God's power working in us. The First 
Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem, Pa., 
has asked itself four questions which 
relate to this important concept: (1) 
What kind of laymen are we trying to 
deploy in the world? (2) What kind of 
church deploys that kind of laymen? 
(3) What kind of official board makes 
that kind of church? (4) What kind of 
clergy makes possible that kind of offi-
cial Board?81 believe the first answer to 
each of the four questions is "those 
committed to letting his power work in 
them." 
Paul also assures us that if we allow 
Paul assures us that 
if we allow God's 
power to work through 
us, God will be able 
to do much more than 
we can ever ask or expect. 
God's power to work through us, he will 
be able to do so much more than we can 
ever ask for or expect. Praise God! He 
does that which is beyond what we even 
dream of. Things we have thought to be 
impossible—and we can even support 
our thesis that they are impossible— 
might become realities with his power 
working through us. Things like the sal-
vation of sinners, the healing of broken 
marriages, the growth of the church. We 
must guard against the temptation to be 
indifferent, the love of our comforts, 
and excessive self-concern. These are 
sins that will keep God's power from 
working through us and keep us from 
practicing Christ-like concern for others. 
This concern—evangelism—is the very 
heart of the church. If it ceases, the 
church will die. If it is weak and uncer-
tain, the church is powerless—full of 
noble aspirations, but incapable of ac-
tion. Consider one man's zeal: 
An elderly man had given nearly 
a full lifetime of devoted and lov-
ing service for Christ. Long he had 
cherished the dream of going on a 
pilgrimage to England. . . . Es-
pecially he wanted to visit the 
Wesley Shrine. . . . The custodi-
an took him about, showing the 
various relics and the use made of 
the different rooms. Among them 
he pointed out that little, bare, 
second-floor room adjoining Wes-
ley's bedroom where Wesley used 
to begin the day with prayer every 
morning at 4:00. 
Since the old gentleman wanted 
to linger, the caretaker left him 
and went about his work. Later in 
the day when time came to close 
the building, the custodian faintly 
heard someone speaking. He fol-
lowed the sound to the prayer 
room. There he came upon the 
noble old man, and heard him say-
ing over and over again as in a 
refrain, "Oh, Lord, let it happen 
again."9 
Every local church needs to define its 
own mission fields and appraise its con-
gregational program in terms of its 
effectiveness in the task of equipping its 
people for mission. Much of the world 
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Alive '85 
Focusing on evangelism and church planting 
On Apr. 11-14 U.S. and Canadian 
representatives from a half dozen de-
nominations of the Anabaptist-pietistic 
tradition will gather in Denver, Colo., 
for a major evangelism event called 
"Alive '85." Laban Peachey of Goshen, 
Ind., is working part-time as coordina-
tor of this unique cooperative venture. 
In the following interview with Don 
Ratzlaff, representing Meetinghouse (a 
group of Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ editors), Peachey outlines some 
of the things that will take place in 
Denver. 
Q. What exactly is Alive '85 and 
why should Mennonites, Brethren, 
Brethren in Christ and Church of the 
Brethren be interested in it? 
A. I think this event is a spontaneous 
expression of who we are as we practice 
our faith from the soul. We in the 
Anabaptist-pietistic orientation have a 
tradition in evangelism that goes back 
300 to 400 years. 
The purpose of this event would be to 
celebrate the good news of the gospel, to 
underscore the evangelistic mission of 
the church, to inspire and call ourselves 
to renewed commitment to Jesus Christ, 
and to instruct and equip believers for 
the ministry of evangelism. 
As I see it, it's sort of a counteraction 
to the self-depreciating feeling that Men-
nonites and Brethren in Christ have had, 
that we've not done very well in evange-
lism. The fact is, we have done very well 
in a lot of places. Considering our 
numbers, our church is thriving and 
growing. 
Q. How did Alive '85 come to be? 
A. About a year ago, the Council of 
Moderators and Secretaries, a consulta-
tive body of Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ leaders, wondered whether it 
wasn't time for our respective groups to 
come together around our common 
commitment to church planting and 
evangelism. 
Q. What do planners hope Alive 
will accomplish? 
A. We use three words when we talk 
about Alive '85: inspiration, instruction 
and implementation. So we're empha-
sizing several things. One, that witness 
and evangelism will move from low 
priority to become a central emphasis in 
our church life. Two, that telling the 
good news to neighbors and friends is a 
vital part of our worship and our normal 
church life, not a tacked-on emphasis. 
Three, that new and creative ways to 
share the gospel will emerge from the 
discussions. 
In addition to those things, we assume 
there are people interested in evange-
lism, but have little background in it. 
We hope they will come and pick up 
tools, inspiration, confidence and vision. 
We want them to have access to the 
"high-profile" people in our conferences, 
but also to the very ordinary church 
builders who are very successful at 
outreach. 
It's going to be a time to celebrate our 
faith in a setting of evangelism, recogniz-
ing there are many who are new in our 
churches. We're going to hear the tes-
timonies and stories from some of these 
people—whether they be of a different 
ethnic, different denominational or no-
faith background. 
Q. Who should attend Alive '85? 
A. The emphasis is on a team of 
people—two to five—from each con-
gregation. I don't want to make it sound 
as if ministers shouldn't come, but it 
should not be a ministers' meeting. It 
should include church leaders, but peo-
ple who are "nobodies" also should 
come. They will hear how other congre-
gations are working at church growth 
and have the opportunity to talk with 
trained helpers and specialists from our 
Anabaptist-pietistic tradition. 
Q. So this isn't another "folk 
gathering," where everybody and 
anybody should come. 
A. Right. It should be people who 
are interested in evangelism and want to 
work at it. One more thing: the teams 
that come should be make up of people 
who have enough assertiveness and 
initiative to go home to their own con-
gregations and help make evangelism a 
high priority. 
Q. What kind of program can peo-
ple expect? 
A. Through our speakers, we will 
hear a call to biblical faithfulness in wit-
ness as an expression of who we are, of 
what our congregations believe and 
practice. There will be workshops on 
"how-to" tools. It's an opportunity for 
the ordinary church member who's in-
terested in outreach and evangelism to 
spend time with pastors, leaders, teachers, 
mission board staff—people who have 
had a special concern for, make a study 
of and practiced evangelism. They will 
have an opportunity to talk to people 
with experience and expertise, and hear 
from them. They'll hear the stories and 
testimonies of people who have been 
saved by our evangelism, and attend an 
array of 75 to 80 workshops (four blocks 
of 25 workshops at a time, with repeats). 
They'll get a lot of good, practical stuff 
from people who have lived and expe-
rienced it. These are not a lot of "theory" 
workshops. 
Q. Who are the speakers and what 
will be their focus? 
A. We have several of the "high-
profile" people from the various denom-
inations who are known for their work 
in this area: Owen H. Alderfer from the 
Brethren in Christ, Jacob Tilitzky from 
the General Conference Mennonite 
Church, Henry Schmidt from the Men-
nonite Brethren Church, Myron Augs-
burger from the Mennonite Church, 
and Robert W. Neff from the Church of 
the Brethren. We made a decision that 
this meeting is for us, that we have peo-
We're emphasizing several things. One, that witness and 
evangelism will move from low priority to become a 
central emphasis in our church life. Two, that telling the 
good news to neighbors and friends is a vital part of 
our worship and normal church life. Three, that new and 
creative ways to share the gospel will emerge from the 
discussions. 
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pie among us who are experts, and have 
the necessary experience. It's going to be 
our celebration with inspiration from 
pur theological perspective. 
Q. How many people are you ex-
pecting to come? 
A. The main auditorium of Denver's 
Regency Hotel is packed at 2,500 peo-
ple, so we have to draw the line at that. 
When we began talking about that 
many people coming f rom our six 
denominations, I thought we were just 
whistling in the dark. But several church 
leaders have told me, "You're just not at 
the listening posts. A lot of people are 
planning to attend." 
Q. Where exactly will this take 
place? 
A. The Regency Hotel is located 
right off of 1-70 and 1-25 in Denver. It 
specializes in conventions. By the way, 
we get to take over the whole facility. 
Q. How much will it cost to come? 
A. We've tried to keep the registra-
tion fee as low as possible: $25 for an 
individual, $40 for a married couple and 
$15 for young adults and college stu-
dents. This event is a faith venture. 
Speakers are being asked to finance 
their own travel and there are no hono-
rariums for them. 
As for lodging, compatible groups, 
such as families, or groups of three or 
four men or women, can stack up in one 
motel room with sleeping bags if they 
want to. We also encourage people to 
contact their friends in the Denver area 
and stay with them. Meals will be mod-
erately priced with several inexpensive 
restaurants and coffeehouses in the area. 
Q. Is there a scholarship or aid 
fund for small or low income con-
gregations? 
A. Yes. $ 10,000 has been set aside for 
that reason. Interested congregations 
should contact their denominational of-
fice for more information. 
Q. How can other individuals or 
churches get more information about 
Alive '85? 
A. Again, they can contact their de-
nominational headquarters, or they can 
call ChloAnn Stalter or me at our toll-
free number (800-348-7468) or write to 
us at P.O. Box 911, Goshen, IN 46526. 
We should have detailed program books 
in the hands of the denominations by 
early March, but interested persons 
should send in their registration forms 
as soon as possible to make sure they get 
in. • 
thinks it knows what the church is like 
and has dismissed it as irrelevant to the 
currents of modern history and, worse, 
extremely dull! We must find new ways 
of being the church in the world so as to 
surprise the world.10 It is happening, and 
it will happen again as we let God's 
power work through us and touch other 
lives. 
Conclusion 
Carrying out the mission of Christ's 
family will not easily be accomplished. 
We can spend a lot of time and energy 
"jawing" about it; we can preach, and 
hear sermons; we can read excellent 
books on evangelism, church growth, 
and world missions; we can do a lot of 
wishful thinking; we can even pray a lot. 
But we must live, give, and act like God's 
mission is our priority. 
My concern for the Brethren in Christ 
is that we do not become convinced that 
Renewal 2000 will be our slick, well-
oiled machine to do the job for us. Our 
leadership must not lose touch with the 
grass roots of the family. The more 
organized we get, and the more sophisti-
cated we become, the easier it is to be 
caught up with petty power struggles 
and strongly opinionated views that are 
allowed to become barriers to the mis-
sion of our family. 
Most of us are not impressed with our 
dazzling success in growth and out-
reach—though much progress has been 
made. Thank God for the visionaries 
among us who are helping us to think in 
terms of our mission, multiplying the 
family at home and abroad. Emil Brunner 
wrote, "The Church exists by mission, 
as fire exists by burning." Let's continue 
to fan those flames to produce a climate 
for forging better and more effective 
ways to accomplish our mission. 
Let us not simply be caught up with 
the dream of the future, but let us dream 
and plan creatively to make mission 
happen right now—where we are. We 
must, by God's power, see the potential 
of every congregation, and of every 
community, and of every mission field 
where we are now. We must settle the 
issue of congregations being more con-
cerned about their reputation than about 
the receiving of newborn Christians into 
the family. It must trouble God when we 
become so protective of the church that 
we tend to be very exclusive. 
We must settle the cost question. For 
mission to happen, it will cost us. We 
must guard against being penny-wise 
and dollar (or soul) poor in the king-
dom's business. It is clear and simple— 
God wants his family to grow. It is our 
mission to make it happen. An official 
of the Westinghouse Corporation was 
asked how he would run the church if he 
had the opportunity. The answer was 
profound in its simplicity: "We would 
ask only two questions: What are we 
trying to produce? Are we producing 
it?"11 
Let's dare to believe God to do a new 
thing where we are now! Sometimes we 
are tempted to believe we are not really 
needed where we are, that maybe there is 
not much mission left to do. Folks, God 
still has a mission for us in the small 
towns and rural communities where the 
majority of our congregations are. In 
our small, "quiet" town I once counseled 
with a family where the 12-year-old 
granddaughter had been raped by her 
uncle. People need to hear how God 
cares. I know there are hurting, con-
fused, and lost people wherever we are. 
Perhaps we can convince ourselves 
that mission can only be effective some-
where else, especially in the big city. On 
the other hand, if we want mission to 
happen in our family; if we see this as 
our priority; and if we have faith and 
work creatively with his love in us, it will 
happen. Do we as members of God's 
family believe he is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above what we ask or 
think? Are we ready and willing to pay 
the price to let it happen now? Let us 
pray so. Let us become visionary and 
excited, that God will make us, right 
where we are, into what we could and 
should be. 
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Kermit D. Johnson, retired chief of 
chaplains for the U.S. Army, is a gradu-
ate of West Point and served as a com-
pany commander during the Korean 
conflict. Following several years as an 
Army officer, he left to attend Princeton 
Theological Seminary. He was ordained 
a Presbyterian minister and returned to 
the Army as chaplain. For the last three 
years of his career he was chief of chap-
lains, having attained the rank of major 
general. He retired in 1982. 
Johnson spoke at the Bethesda Cov-
enant Church of New York City as a 
part of its peace emphasis program. His 
topic was "The Gospel and the Bomb," 
and he chose as his text 2 Corinthians 
4:3-6. An edited copy of his sermon 
follows. 
Back in July 1945 at Alamogordo, 
N. M., as the blinding light from the first 
atomic explosion lit up the sky, a pas-
sage from the Bhagavad Gita came to 
Robert Oppenheimer's mind: "If the 
radiance of a thousand suns were to 
burst into the sky, that would be like the 
splendor of the Mighty One. . . 
Shortly thereafter, another line came 
to him: "I am become Death, the shat-
terer of worlds." 
Somehow in those few moments 
Robert Oppenheimer sensed not only 
the irresistible attraction, but also the 
idolatry of the Bomb. 
Ever since we have been mesmerized 
and obsessed by death instead of life. 
And idolatry has taken place; darkness 
has been seen as light. In the struggle for 
human survival, the "god of this world 
has blinded" our minds "from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the likeness of God" (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:4). 
This doesn't seem to bother a person 
like Phyllis Schlafly. She says, "The 
atomic bomb is a marvelous gift that 
was given to our country by a wise 
God." I'm not sure who she believes 
gave it to the Soviets. 
Obviously, President Truman was a 
bit premature when he said, "We thank 
God that it has come to us instead of our 
enemies. May he guide us to use it in his 
ways and for his purposes." Small won-
der some Japanese have called it "the 
Christian bomb." 
A U.S. Army chaplain, witnessing for 
the first time the detonation of an 
atomic bomb with other soldiers in the 
Nevada desert, exclaimed, "One of the 
most beautiful sights ever seen." 
Don't be too hard on him. We've all 
been dazzled by the Bomb. I mean 
Christians. It used to be that disciples of 
Jesus were awed and gripped by some-
thing like the Transfiguration—when 
Jesus' clothing became dazzling white 
and his face shone as the sun. And with 
it a voice said, "This is my Son, my 
chosen; listen to him." His disciples fell 
on their faces, filled with awe. "And 
when they lifted their eyes, they saw no 
one but Jesus only." 
Disciples then were impressed by the 
light of Jesus Christ. Today, Christians, 
no different than any other people, are 
impressed by the light of the Bomb. An 
amazing thing has happened in the 20th 
century. We have literally rewritten the 
Bible. 
Paul the apostle said that "the god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the likeness of God." 
Today we have revised the apostle's 
: 
/ P E A C E 
10 Evangelical Visitor 
words. The god of this world has blinded 
the minds of believers in Jesus Christ as 
well. To be sure, we can still speak of the 
good news of Jesus Christ breaking in 
upon the hearts of individuals—call it 
faith, conversion, belief, being born 
again. The Spirit of God is always work-
ing, drawing people into his family. And 
this is indeed "good news." 
But the good news of the gospel can-
not be understood in some private, per-
sonal sense only. That is a narrow gospel 
and a peculiar heresy of our religion. 
The gospel is for all of life. Yet there are 
warning voices that we ought not think 
this. The word is that we should not "get 
mixed up in politics." Personal and pub-
lic morality should be kept separate. 
One high-ranking Defense Department 
official complained to me about the 
Roman Catholic bishops' involvement 
in the nuclear issue. He said they were 
"tampering in the geopolitical area." I 
told him that whenever there is a possi-
bility that human beings may be killed, 
we're in the moral area. 
One thing is for sure: personal, privat-
ized religion can coexist with structural 
evil. All it takes is for religious people to 
"stay in their place" and to heed the 
words of Hitler's minister of propa-
ganda, Joseph Goebbels: "You are at 
liberty to seek your salvation as you 
understand it, provided you do nothing 
to change the social order." 
As U.S. and Canadian Christians, 
we're slow to realize that we have al-
lowed the "god of this world" to blind 
our minds "to keep us from seeing the 
March 1985 
light of the gospel" with respect to 
nuclear idolatry. 
The "god of this world" has blinded 
the minds of both unbelievers and be-
lievers alike. That's the new version of 
the Bible we've all bought into from the 
year 1945 until this present moment. 
At the end of World War II we had an 
opportunity to say, "That's it. That's all. 
Never again. The emergency is over." 
But no, the permanent war began in the 
Cold War, and ever since by this means 
we have rationalized and justified ever-
increasing arsenals of nuclear destruc-
tion. 
In September 1982, Elliott Abrams, 
assistant secretary of state for human 
rights and humanitarian affairs, gave a 
speech entitled "Nuclear Weapons: What 
Is the Moral Response?' The essence of 
the speech comes near the end in a three-
word sentence: "Deterrence is moral." 
Some have attempted to make this the 
good news. But deterrence, of course, 
means to "frighten" or to "terrorize." 
This evil we have called good and we've 
institutionalized it in our defense policy. 
Again and again our leaders refer to it as 
"the absolute bedrock of our national 
security" in hallowed terms almost like 
theologians describing the Deity when 
they talk about "the ground of our 
being." 
But recently all of this has been com-
ing to a head. During the MX missile 
debate, House Speaker Thomas O'Neill, 
in a moment of introspection, spoke for 
all of us as he pondered the 50,000 
nuclear warheads of the United States 
by Kermit D. Johnson. 
and the Soviet Union. He said, "What's 
happened to us? What is the cause of this 
madness?' 
That's the question. "What's become 
of us?' We've been so busy asking the 
question, "What about the Russians?' 
we've never really asked the question, 
"What about ourselves?' What does it 
mean when we write into the United 
States Military Posture Statement that 
deterrence depends upon the assured 
capability and manifest will to inflict 
damage on the Soviet Union. Nuclear 
damage, that is. In advance of any 
nuclear holocaust, we are saying that 
under certain unstated conditions we 
are willing to use genocidal weapons 
against an enemy. What does this say 
about us? What's happened to us? 
Back in 1950, just after the develop-
ment of the hydrogen bomb, Reinhold 
Niebuhr said that if this form of destruc-
tion were ever "used by our enemies 
against us," it "would mean our physical 
annihilation," but if it were "used by us 
against our enemies," it "would mean 
our moral annihilation." And then he 
added, "If we had to use this kind of 
destruction, would we find life worth 
living? Even nations can reach a point 
where the word of our Lord, 'Fear not 
them which are able to kill the body, but 
rather fear them that are able to destroy 
both body and soul in hell,' becomes 
relevant." 
Are we not beginning to see that the 
main issue is God's judgment? The "god 
of the world" has kept us from seeing the 
light of the gospel. Since 1945 we have 
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seen only the light of the Bomb. God 
said, "Let light shine out of darkness," 
but we have followed the light which has 
led us into darkness. 
The "god of this world" has kept us 
from seeing the light of the gospel, from 
seeing any good news, from choosing 
another way. Almost as if we are part of 
a crazy Jonestown tragedy in slow mo-
tion and magnified a million times over, 
we have been able to say no to the lure of 
mutual suicide. 
But at the grass roots the winds of 
God's judgment are blowing. They are 
not just dark clouds but refreshing 
winds. God's people and even bishops 
are speaking out. They are discovering 
that we don't have to collaborate with 
the collective drive toward death. 
We can choose life. "The time has 
come for judgment to begin with the 
household of God" (2 Peter 4:17). If 
Jesus Christ is Lord of all, Lord and 
ruler of history and of our lives as well, 
then there is no area of life exempt from 
his redeeming activity, including the 
field of national security. We don't have 
to feel like the opinion polls say we do, 
like sheep being led to the slaughter. We 
can deal with the problem Lewis Mum-
ford says is "towering over all others: 
how to prevent the human race from 
being destroyed by its demoralized but 
reputedly sane leaders." 
The good news is this. Now is the time 
for ordinary people to provide a vision 
of life and a vision of hope for the future. 
Now is the time for leaders to be led. In 
the words of the Bible it is time for the 
unsophisticated to lead: "a little child 
shall lead them" (Isaiah 11:6). 
Now is the time to connect our wor-
ship with ethical action and our individ-
ual faith with corporate witness. Now is 
the time to connect the good news of the 
gospel inside the church to good news 
outside of it. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, that 
faithful minister of the gospel during the 
Nazi period who was martyred by Hitler, 
once said, "He who does not cry out for 
the Jews dare not permit himself to sing 
in Gregorian." There's no use in singing 
Gregorian chants or gospel hymns inside 
the church if you're not willing to bring 
the good news out into everyday life. 
The price of not doing so was a holo-
caust, the killing of 6 million Jews. 
Today, the stakes of nuclear holo-
caust are even higher. They are immeas-
urable and unimaginable. But if the light 
of the gospel still shines in our hearts, 
then by that marvelous light we shall be 
able to expose the darkness of nuclear 
idolatry and provide the hope for over-
coming it. With the French theologian 
Jean Lassere we would say, "Even if we 
talk of the nuclear peril, it must also be 
with a smile of joy at Christ's victory." 
"Be of good cheer," Jesus said, "for I 
have overcome the world." "I am the 
light of the world; whoever follows me 
shall not live in darkness, but shall have 
the light of Life." 
Reprinted by permission from The Cov-
enant Companion, © 1984. 
The Bomb, and will the earth be destroyed? 
by John K. Stoner 
Many evangelical Christians believe 
that the earth is destined in God's plan 
to be destroyed. Scriptures that support 
this view are not numerous but two are 
very pointed. "The elements will disinte-
grate in flames, and the earth with all 
that is in it will be laid bare. . . . But 
we have this promise, and look forward 
to new heavens and a new earth . . ."(2 
Peter 3:10, NEB). Revelation 21 speaks 
of seeing "a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth 
have vanished" (NEB). 
Other passages in Revelation, how-
ever, describe a renewed earth without 
stating that the old earth was destroyed. 
So there is some reason for assuming 
some kind of continuity between the 
present earth and the new earth. 
But if we assume that everything on 
earth will be destroyed (a reasonable 
conclusion based on what the Scriptures 
above say), what are the implications of 
that for our thinking about the steward-
ship of the earth for future generations, 
or millenniums? 
I find it astounding, and utterly ap-
John K. Stoner is executive secretary of 
MCC U. S. Peace Section. He is a member of 
the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church. 
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palling, that thousands (perhaps mil-
lions) of Christians in North America 
believe that we should not concern our-
selves about ecological wisdom, a long-
term sustainable lifestyle or stopping the 
Bomb because God's plan is to destroy 
the earth. What is wrong with this kind 
of thinking? Consider another question: 
"Drunkenness, and will this body de-
cay?" 
As soon as we look at this second 
question, we see that the destiny of the 
body (to decay) provides no guidance on 
the question of alcohol abuse. But the 
person who wants to drink uses the 
same line of reasoning as the person who 
wants to exploit the earth. Both reason 
that this physical thing is destined to be 





and will this 
human body decay?" 
This is the attitude which many in 
business and government have succeeded 
in making into national policy. Every-
one is promised prosperity and happi-
ness through economic growth, with no 
serious attention to the long-term envi-
ronmental costs of a high-technology, 
consumptive lifestyle. The biblical im-
agery of Armageddon is invoked to jus-
tify preparations for nuclear war. The 
outlook is short-term, not unlike that of 
the hedonistic individual whose idea of 
long-range planning is looking forward 
to the next weekend of drinking and 
carousing. 
It is disturbing, although not too sur-
prising, that the government of the rich-
est and militarily strongest nation in the 
history of the world holds this kind of 
worldview. But it is surprising and a 
great deal more disturbing that so many 
Christians hold the same view and sup-
port such national policies. 
Evangelical Christians believe it is 
perverse to abuse the body on the 
grounds that it is ultimately destined to 
decay. And they are right. Is it too much 
to expect them to apply the same reason-
ing to the care of the earth? Our witness 
to the world would be greatly enhanced 
if we could achieve consistency on this 
point. • 
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Tell it to the church, 
not the judge 
Lawsuits have become a new form of 
entertainment in North America and 
Christians are tuned in just like anyone 
else, says Laurence Eck, national coor-
dinator of the Christian Conciliation 
Service. Eck told Mennonite and Breth-
ren in Christ businesspersons attending 
the annual convention of Mennonite 
Economic Development Associates in 
Toledo, Ohio, that each year eight mil-
lion lawsuits are launched in the U.S. 
alone—and many of them are between 
Christians. In fact, he said, the rate of 
litigation among Christians is no lower 
than among non-Christians. 
Eck, a former malpractice lawyer for 
a large urban hospital, had much to say 
about conflict in general and lawsuits in 
particular, but his sharpest words were 
for those who sue fellow believers. Law-
suits between Christians are clearly con-
trary to the teachings of Jesus and Paul, 
he asserted. Moreover they usually in-
crease rather than decrease hostility, 
they contribute to congestion in the 
courts, they are expensive, and they cost 
Christians many opportunities to wit-
ness to their faith in Jesus Christ. 
Conflict itself need not be sinful, ac-
cording to Eck, but the way it is handled 
can be sinful. Disputes could be seen as a 
gift from God, "an opportunity to glor-
ify God in the way you respond." 
Christians in conflict frequently do 
not even bother to seek out other avenues 
of resolution. In Eck's home city of 
Albuquerque, N.M., there were $24 mil-
lion worth of lawsuits between Chris-
tians in a single year and in 90 percent of 
these cases the pastors of the parties 
involved were not even aware of the 
. by Wally Kroeker 
A Meetinghouse report prepared by Wally 
Kroeker, editor of The Christian Leader. 
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lawsuits. "It was thought to be none of 
their business." This reflected not only 
disobedience but also a notion that a 
Christian's church life has little connec-
tion with life on the job. 
Eck urged his audience to "think 
Christianly" in their business enterprises. 
To resort to the public court system is a 
secular response that usually results in 
welts and bruises being raised on the 
bride of Christ, the church. A Christian 
process of conflict resolution aims at not 
only settling the particular dispute, but 
also healing the relationships between 
the parties involved. When a business-
person becomes involved in a conflict 
situation, the first person to see is not a 
lawyer, but one's spiritual advisors, be 
that a pastor, small group, or "those in 
spiritual authority over you." 
The Christian Conciliation Service 
which Eck heads now has 40 local chap-
ters nationwide, all of them devoted to 
helping resolve various types of conflict, 
including business, marital, and congre-
gational disputes. The method used 
differs markedly from secular approaches 
in that it involves Bible study, prayer, 
the parties' churches, and an attempt to 
determine the spiritual dimensions of 
the conflict. The organization works 
closely with Mennonite Conciliation Ser-
vice in some areas. 
With an audience of more than 300 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ busi-
nesspersons, Eck's zealous messages may 
have seemed like a case of preaching to 
the converted. But a random sampling 
of those in attendance showed that a 
good many face litigation in their work, 
and many have been embroiled in legal 
disputes themselves. Few disagreed that 
the New Testament teaches Christians 
not to sue one another. Less clear was 
the appropriate procedure when the 
other party in the conflict was an unbe-
liever who wouldn't consent to churchly 
conciliation. It was also agreed that 
sometimes a lawsuit is the only alterna-
tive. Some members pointed out that 
many insurance claims cannot be pro-
cessed without legal action, and manu-
facturers are often wide open to product 
liability disputes. 
Nonetheless, a good many business-
persons were encouraged to seek more 
churchly ways to settle business-related 
conflicts. One businessman resolved that 
as soon as he got home from the conven-
tion he would examine his firm's con-
tracts, job descriptions, and pay scales 
to ensure they were fair and as free as 
possible from conflict-producing situa-
tions. 
The convention theme of "The Busi-
ness of Conflict" was probed in other 
ways. Thomas Gumbleton, auxiliary 
bishop of Detroit, addressed one of the 
evening sessions on the urgency of cool-
ing down the arms race. "We must 
refuse to legitimate the idea of nuclear 
war," he said. 
Brethren in Christ theologian Ron 
Sider encouraged those assembled to 
make Jesus Christ the Lord of their 
businesses and make peace through 
their work. People needed to share the 
gospel in their places of business, put 
their families ahead of their work, pro-
mote right relationships in their corpo-
rations, and work for "shalom" in the 
public sector, which includes the realms 
of international economics and the arms 
race. 
The convention also featured numer-
ous seminars and workshops on proce-
dures for mediating disputes, styles of 
leadership, communication on the job, 
and using conflict as an opportunity for 
growth. • 
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A once-in-a-"youth-time" experience 
It was with great enthusiasm and amazement that we 
watched youth from across the brotherhood arrive at the 
French Lick Springs Resort Hotel for the third triennial 
youth convention. 
Most of the youth had travelled hundreds of miles— 
sleeping on buses, in airline terminals, and churches—to be a 
part of "Let YOUth Reach," December 27-29, 1984. Excite-
ment mounted as old friendships were renewed and new 
friendships were introduced among the 400 participants. 
It was encouraging to see our bishops and church leaders 
give priority to this event in order to participate. The Board 
for Congregational Life, which sponsored the convention, 
felt very positive about the excellent participation by youth 
and leaders from across the United States and Canada. 
Much planning was done for this event by "Let YOUth 
Reach Planners," a committee under the capable leadership 
of Ken Letner, executive director of the Board for Congrega-
tional Life. You were a part of this event through your 
generous financial support to Cooperative Ministries and 
Mission. 
Even if you did not attend "Let YOUth Reach," you will 
catch the spirit as you read through the comments of some in 
attendance. We trust that you, too will join in praise and 
thanksgiving to God for His presence at the convention. 
Sandi Fretz 
Associate director, Board 
for Congregational Life 
Ari overall glimpse . . . 
The theme of the weekend dealt with relating to God, 
others and ourselves. Through the discussion groups, the 
electives we chose, and the big sessions, there was a lot of 
spiritual growth. Frank Fimiano had a great psychodrama 
presentation and John Hawbaker and Walter Winger gave 
two great messages. The panel discussion with Kent Byer, 
Glenn Ginder and Arlene Miller was also very good. The 
morning devotional by Ralph Wenger got us off to a good 
start every day. Along with all the meetings, there was a film 
shown and a concert by Jeff and Kibbie DeJarnett. For those 
who wanted talent, the opportunity was given on Friday 
night at the talent show. 
There was also a good amount of recreation time. Overall 
the retreat was great and a lot of people are eagerly awaiting 
for the next one in three years. 
Lisa Brubaker 
Allegheny Conference 
An invaluable experience . . . 
"Let YOUth Reach" offered a forum for high school age 
youth which I believe is essential to their maturing process. 
These young people are at a point in their lives where they are 
worthy of the church expending the energies necessary to 
assist them in their decision-making processes. 
The setting was rather cosmopolitan in that there were 
young people representing most North American Brethren in 
Christ Church areas as well as other continents. This conven-
tion afforded young people the opportunity to expand per-
sonal relationships with other youth from across the brother-
hood. It also created a setting for youth and leadership of the 
church to interact. 
The Board for Congregational Life is to be commended for 
their fine planning and implementation of the convention. 
The young people were presented with the claims of the Lord 
Jesus Christ upon their lives as they faced the issues so 
important to them. This, I believe, was an invaluable kind of 
experience for the teens and for the leadership of the Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Bishop Ralph Wenger, 
Pacific Conference 
"Let YOUth Reach" 
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From a planner's perspective . . . 
On a warm July day in 1983 and again in April 1984, we 
gathered from across the United States and Canada at Mes-
siah College to plan a youth convention. So quickly, the 
convention is history. 
Even if I could not have attended the convention, I value 
my experiences praying, sharing, learning and laughing with 
the planning committee. 
Experiencing the convention with the neat kids from my 
church and learning to know other kids and adults from our 
denomination was exciting and inspiring. I deeply appre-
ciated the calibre of presentations and enjoyed the music. But 
the people interaction was what I liked best, including the 
long bus ride home. 
The prayers, brainstorming sessions, hard work, letters, 
phone calls and consultations were well worth the time and 
effort we invested. 
Mary Steffy 
Christian love, renewed relationships, 
DIG groups . . . 
Having attended the 1981 "Let YOUth Decide" conven-
tion, I thought I knew what to expect. However, this conven-
tion went beyond my expectations! 
Highlights for me were the beautiful Christian love, re-
newal of a relationship with a special friend, and the stimulat-
ing discussion interaction groups. I was impressed with my 
need to be a more effective witness. I have the responsibility 
to do what is right no matter what the circumstances. When I 
reach upward to God in any situation, I will be able to honor 
the Lord in all I do. 




Reflections on the psychodrama . . . 
The psychodrama was a unique experience which involved 
the audience as well as the actors themselves in a dramatical 
presentation on "Relating to Self." 
Two different situations were presented to the audience. 
These were real life situations that we as youth are confronted 
with today. As a participant in the audience, I became more 
aware of the problems we face today. I also realized that I 
need to be as close to God as possible so that he can help me 
deal with these problems as they arise. 
As I reflect on the drama, I realize how fortunate some of 
us are to have Christian families, friends, and church leaders 
to go to when we face a problem. Some people have to resort 
to other means to find answers to their problems. 
I really enjoyed being a part of this convention. I'm really 
going to miss the conference if you have one again in 3 years 
(since I'll be too old!) 
Mark Baker 
Central Conference 
And the terrific singing . . . 
To me, the highlight of the youth convention was the 
singing! The music really led us into the presence of God and 
helped us to worship him. It was a lot of fun, too. We did a 
variety of songs with different kinds of actions. One song even 
had me pinching the cheek of the person next to me and 
passing a smile around to my friends and acquaintances. 
Perry Engle and Adin Herndon did a great job of leading the 
music. Thanks Perry and Adin. PTL! 
Tabetha Seibert 
Atlantic Conference 
Now that it's over . . . 
Now that the convention is over, we should be quite differ-
ent from the way we were when we went (more than being 
totally exhausted from lack of sleep). We should be better 
able to relate, not only to ourself, but also to others and to 
God. 
The convention helped us to help ourselves by giving us not 
only biblical references about each topic, but actually down-
to-earth answers to the problems being presented. All ses-
sions gave us interesting thoughts to ponder and realistic 
applications for each problem. 
The speakers and leaders have done their part. Now it is 
our turn to work—practicing what they preached! 
Stephen Byer 
Canadian Conference 
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Board of Administration 
'The Board for Ministries and Mission"? 
Perhaps it would have been wise for 
us to rename the Board for Administra-
tion at the same time all the other boards 
were restructured and given new names. 
This could well have been done for at 
least three reasons. 
First: Some people think of the board 
as an administrative power structure 
which hands out ultimatums which ev-
eryone is expected to obey. 
Second: "Board of Administration" 
is a rather technical term for a board 
which is deeply involved in all the minis-
tries of the brotherhood. 
Third: Prior to mid-1984, the Gen-
eral Conference assessment was linked 
to the Board of Administration, and this 
"tax" caused people to have negative 
feelings toward the board. 
Let's consider these factors. 
What about that "power structure"? 
Actually, the Board of Administration 
is composed of people who are hard-
working, devoted servants of the church. 
They serve you and me in a ministry of 
love. More than two-thirds of the board 
members are volunteers, i.e., they serve 
on the board without pay in addition to 
their full-time jobs in other vocations. 
And every one is serving in response to 
your and my mandate. We placed them 
there, and we have told them what to do. 
We are the ones who are in control. 
To help you become better acquainted 
with them, the individuals on the Board 
of Administration are named below, 
along with why they are on the board. 
Regional Conference representatives: 
Maurice Bender, John Arthur Bru-
baker, Samuel Brubaker, Gordon Engle, 
Charles Norman, and John R. Sider. 
Board representatives: Dwight Bert, 
A. Graybill Brubaker, Harold H. Engle, 
Frank Fimiano, Arlene Miller, Douglas 
Sider, and E. Morris Sider. 
Bishops: Owen H. Alderfer, John A. 
Byers, Glenn A. Ginder, H. Frank Kipe, 
Harvey R. Sider, and J. Ralph Wenger. 
Others: Merle Brubaker, Personnel 
Secretary; Harold D. Chubb, General 
Treasurer; and R. Donald Shafer, Gen-
eral Secretary. 
Next, let's consider the board's minis-
tries. It seems that many people are not 
aware of the numerous ministries pro-
vided through the Board of Administra-
by Paul Hostetler 
tion budget. Some of these (not in any 
particular order) are mentioned below. 
As you will see, they include ministering 
to the needs of real flesh-and-blood 
people in cooperation with the local 
congregations. 
1. Initiating and administering RE-
NEWAL 2000!, the major reorganiza-
tion of board structure and fund raising 
for the church's ministries. As you know, 
the changes were made to provide more 
effective ministries. This restructure 
took, and continues to take, much 
thought and work. The writing of this 
article is only one of literally hundreds 
of efforts required. 
2. Revising the covenant agreement 
with Messiah College to make it more 
satisfactory to both the church and the 
college and setting up a covenantal rela-
tionship with the Paxton Street Home. 
These called for many committee meet-
ings and several consultations with legal 
counsel. 
3. Maintaining the office of the Gen-
eral Secretary. This work includes many 
routine matters which assist the congre-
gations and regional conferences in ex-
pediting their responsibilities and goals. 
The secretary brings us all together in a 
smoothly-operating General Conference. 
Overseeing Voluntary Service assign-
ments is now an added assignment. 
4. Providing the many ministries of 
the bishops at general, regional, and 
local levels. These servants of God work 
long hours in counseling with pastors, 
arranging for and presiding over regional 
conferences, going to inter-church meet-
ings, attending committee and board 
meetings, to name just a few. They need 
our constant prayer for a job that 
requires diligence, patience, and wisdom. 
5. Arranging the biennial General 
Conference and the annual regional 
conferences, including facilities and pro-
gram. It is in these settings that WE are 
the power structure, with representation 
from each congregation. The leadership 
can bring recommendations, but our 
vote has the final word. 
6. Initiating and maintaining relation-
ships with other denominations and 
organizations with similar beliefs, such 
as the National Association of Evangel-
icals, the Christian Holiness Associa-
tion, the Mennonite World Conference, 
and the Mennonite Central Committee. 
7. Providing the services of the Gen-
eral Treasurer and the Commission on 
Stewardship and Finance. These people 
carry the continual concern of financing 
our vision for ministries throughout the 
world. They know that for the goals to 
be reached, all of us need to have our 
giving horizons broadened. 
8. Making provision for pastoral as-
signments, pastoral benefits, including 
minimum salaries and the pension fund, 
and arranging for equipping seminars 
and pastoral retreats. 
9. Contacting and establishing proper 
understandings and legal relationships 
with our governments at federal, state/ 
provincial, and local levels. 
10. Working with the church archi-
vist in preserving historical records and 
finding adequate space and finances for 
this ministry. This will help future gen-
erations to better understand and ap-
preciate their heritage in order to serve 
more effectively. 
11. Supervising the Jacob Engle Foun-
dation, producing audiovisuals, serving 
on institutional boards of trustees, pub-
lishing brochures and other printed mat-
ter, arranging for special emphasis Sun-
days, compiling statistics . . . 
The list could go on and on, but this 
should suffice to give you a glimpse of 
the wide ministries of the Board of 
Administration in the mission of the 
church. 
Finally, because of the unhappy feel-
ings people and congregations have had 
toward the assessment for the Board of 
Administration budget over a period of 
many years, some of those negative 
"vibrations" continue to be associated 
with the board's budget even though the 
assessment has been discontinued. This 
is true despite the fact that the total 
budget is now included in Cooperative 
Ministries and Mission. 
Fortunately, we are gradually moving 
in the direction of having all the church's 
ministries, including those provided by 
the Board of Administration, gathered 
together under Cooperative Ministries 
and Mission, with clear provision for 
designated giving by those who prefer 
that method. 
I suppose that we won't get around to 
renaming the board the "Board for Min-
istries and Mission." Fortunately, that 
won't be necesssary as we increasingly 
understand the board's assignments and 
ministries. • 
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The Biblical Basis 
for the Evangelization 
of All Peoples 
Part II— 
The New Testament Mandate 
In the previous article we stated that a 
survey of the Scriptures reflect the truth 
of the statement: The New Testament is 
in the Old enfolded and the Old Testa-
ment is in the New unfolded. While in 
the Old Testament we see evidence of 
God's desire to diffuse his message to all 
peoples, it is in the New Testament that 
we have the great commissions or march-
ing orders such as Luke 10:2, John 
20:21, and Matthew 28:19-20. A great 
seminary professor of missions in the 
early 20th century, Professor Carver, 
has stated this idea well in his book, 
Missions in the Plan of the Ages: 
If the Old Testament furnished 
our Lord grounds for his plans 
and commands to conquer the 
world in His name, all the more is 
the New Testament missionary. It 
is first of all a product of the mis-
sionary work of the early Chris-
tians and it was produced to meet 
the needs of this work. 
Call the roll of the five New Testa-
ment divisions and see the missionary or 
evangelism spirit in all of them. Take the 
first division, the Gospels. These were 
written when it had become impractica-
ble to rely on the verbal accounts con-
cerning Jesus Christ. To make the story 
of Jesus accessible to reading people, the 
evangelists committed to writing "the 
things that [had] been fulfilled" among 
them based on the testimony of "those 
who from the first were eyewitnesses 
and servants of the word" (Luke 1: Iff). 
Mark, perhaps the first Gospel writer, 
wrote "an introduction to the good news 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God" (this 
wording fits as a translation of Mark 
1:1). Matthew recorded facts from the 
life of Jesus and compared them with 
Old Testament prophecies to prove that 
Jesus is the Messiah. Matthew not only 
wanted to prove that Jesus is the Mes-
siah of Jewish hope, but that he is the 
Messiah of a much larger meaning, the 
divine promise and plan for all peoples. 
Luke gives an account of the character 
and work of "the Son of Man" to pre-
sent the universality of the Messiah or 
Christ message, the basis for the task of 
world evangelization. The last of the 
Gospel writers, John, wrote when the 
apostolic interpretation of Jesus as Sav-
ior of the whole world may have been in 
question. He wrote among Gentiles for 
the needs of a missionary work which 
had already taken on worldwide scope. 
He drew from his knowledge of the 
earthly life of the Lord a few critical, 
characteristic incidents and teachings 
for the announced purpose that readers 
"may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name" (John 20:31). 
Thus the Gospels are all evangelization 
and missionary tracts setting forth the 
gospel so that its conquests might be 
worldwide and its work confirmed. 
The second great division is the book 
by Arthur M. Climenhaga 
of Acts: an inspired account of the 
church's first experiences in executing 
the Great Commission under the impulse 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit. In Acts 
we see that what Jesus "began to do" 
(Acts 1:1) in his personal ministry, he 
continued in the persons of his disciples 
under the power of the Holy Spirit: 
"You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth" (Acts 1:8). Acts tells of the com-
ing of the power of the Holy Spirit, of 
the witnessing commanded by the Lord 
Jesus, and of its results. Thus Acts really 
can be said to constitute the first chapter 
in the story of the inauguration and 
early progress of Christian evangeliza-
tion of the world. 
The Pauline Letters are the third great 
New Testament section. These writings 
were meant as a follow-up to the mis-
sionary work Paul had begun. Whether 
he wrote to churches or persons, he 
endeavored to maintain the purity of the 
gospel against corruptions in doctrine 
and life. In the letters, Paul defended his 
own missionary apostleship against the 
assaults of the Judaizers and expounded 
the universal principles of the gospel. In 
2 Timothy 4:2 he wrote, "Correct, rebuke 
and encourage—with great patience and 
careful instruction." In 1 Corinthians 
4:14-15 he mentioned the children for 
whom he had become "a father through 
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Plugging in for life. 
Becoming a career missionary 
by Gordon Aeschliman 
the gospel." Three of his letters were 
addressed to younger evangelists to give 
them warning and instruction for their 
work. They were told to guard what had 
been committed to their care, by teach-
ing what was in accord with sound doc-
trine, and entrusting the same to reliable 
men who would also be qualified to 
teach others. This would secure the per-
petuity of the work (see 1 Timothy 
6:20ff, Titus 2:1-2; 2 Timothy 2:2). 
The fourth section is a group of gen-
eral letters. James was written for the 
instruction of missions converts in the 
ethics or righteousness of the gospel. 
The letters of Peter and Jude encour-
aged missions converts under prosecu-
tion and strove to secure their faithful 
adherence under adverse circumstances. 
John wrote his first letter, declaring 
assurance in Christ, to counteract the 
corrupting theories of sin that were 
besetting converts. His second letter to 
"the chosen lady and her children" has 
been interpreted as a commendation 
and warning to a mission church or 
churches. His third letter commended 
and encouraged Brother Gaius, who 
was noted for his zeal in supporting 
evangelism work despite the anti-mis-
sionary spirit of Diotrephes, a false 
brother. Last of all, the great letter to the 
Hebrews was a missionary or evange-
lism witness (apologetic) which chal-
lenged the hindering contentions of Ju-
daistic Christians and those tempted to 
go back to the Jewish religion. This let-
ter is a veritable handbook of methods 
for dealing with any religion which 
Christian evangelism must confront. The 
Hebrews letter is also of great spiritual 
support and nourishment to those 
plucked out of other faiths who, under 
persecution, may be tempted to return 
to their former faith. 
We come to the fifth great division of 
New Testament literature, known as the 
Apocalypse or The Revelation. This last 
book of the New Testament belongs to 
that period in the first century genera-
tion of missionary labors. The Revela-
tion is full of encouragement for that 
time, and of course it presents a pro-
phetic word concerning the outcome of 
the proclamation of what Revelation 
14:6 calls "the everlasting gospel" (KJV), 
or "the eternal gospel" (NIV). 
Thus, in light of this brief review of 
the Old and New Testaments, we affirm 
again that in the Bible we find the basis 
for the challenge to evangelize the entire 
world—that is, all nations. 
(To be concluded in the April issue.) 
The modern mission movement has 
blown into the Church on the winds of 
an expanded understanding of the gos-
pel. The role of the new career mission-
ary is more challenging and more re-
warding than the old stereotyped mis-
sionary. This article describes this role 
of those who may be called to preach to 
those who have not yet heard. 
How often have you heard the saying 
that you should "Be a missionary right 
where you are"? The idea being com-
municated is that everyone ought to be a 
missionary and that being a missionary 
simply means "telling others about 
Jesus." 
I suspect that most people who call us 
to this sort of task are sincere in their 
desire to see all Christians be thoroughly 
committed to Jesus Christ and actively 
involved in compassionately reaching 
people who don't know His love. 
Unfortunately, the meaning of the 
word "missionary" becomes lost in this 
well-intentioned appeal. 
The task of a missionary is a very 
specific venture that requires traveling 
cross-culturally to people who otherwise 
would not have an opportunity to hear 
about Christ's love. Paul, in his letter to 
the Romans writes, "How can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not 
heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? And how 
The author is editor of World Christian 
magazine. This article is reprinted by permis-
sion from The Great Commission Hand-
book. 
can they preach unless they are sent?" 
(Romans 10:14, 15) 
The Bible has many accounts of peo-
ple who were missionaries but also 
many people who were not. All of them, 
however, had been specifically guided to 
take on important tasks for God. 
We're all familiar with Jonah. Proba-
bly most of us remember that he didn't 
want to do what God wanted him to— 
not because of how difficult it would be 
to cross cultures—but rather because 
the Ninevites were a group of people he 
did not want to see redeemed. 
What we almost forget, though, is the 
main point of this whole account! The 
Ninevites were a separate race of people, 
and in order for them to know the grace 
of God, someone had to leave home and 
make a special cross-cultural attempt. 
Jonah was simply an Old Testament 
missionary. 
Paul is a good example of a New 
Testament missionary. His journeys 
which are traced on maps in the back of 
most of our Bibles are correctly titled, 
"Paul's Missionary Journeys." Paul was 
released from his church to venture into 
cross-cultural work. It was obviously 
different from reaching neighbors at 
home. Paul sums up his missionary task 
and life work with the words, "I make it 
my ambition to name Christ where He 
has not already been named." 
So not everyone is a missionary. And 
yet many more missionaries are needed. 
Statistics about the current world 
population show that almost half of the 
world's people live in non-Western cul-
tures without any knowledge of salva-
tion. That's a total of 2.5 billion people. 
That will require specific, concentrated 
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cross-cultural efforts. At the moment 
there are close to 100,000 Christians 
working cross-culturally in some form 
of full-time ministry. There are only 
5,000 of them working with these 2.5 
billion unreached peoples. That's about 
one missionary for every 500,000 people. 
A common question asked today is, 
"But aren't missionaries kind of old-
fashioned?" 
What should today's missionary look 
like? 
One thing is certain—the day of the 
pith helmet stereotype is gone! 
Wild stories of people fighting off 
snakes with machetes and eating cock-
roaches as their main course can still be 
found, but they are definitely the excep-
tion. The majority of today's and tomor-
row's missionaries will be living in urban 
centers. They will be riding in buses and 
taxis, eating beans, rice and other cheap 
staples and wearing typically Western 
clothes. 
The new missionary will need to 
know more about current world events 
because the globe is constantly shrink-
ing. Most of the people he or she will be 
ministering to will be affected strongly 
in their opinions and views of Western-
ers, which have been heavily influenced 
by the popular media. 
Sensitivity to north-south and rich-
poor tensions will be a must. Missionar-
ies will need to develop their under-
standing of the wholeness of the gos-
pel, which goes far beyond the single 
perspective of the soul. 
The new missionary has the privilege 
of being a servant in a unique way that 
former missionaries didn't. Many peo-
ple in the Third World resent Westerners 
because of exploitive practices of multi-
national corporations. In this context, 
the new missionary can attract attention 
because of a lifestyle and worldview in 
complete contrast to that image. This 
new missionary will often work under 
the leadership of a national Chris-
tian—quite a shift from the pattern that 
the Third World is used to. 
Modern missions is a place for almost 
any talents! 
Could you see yourself working in 


















It is important to remember that the 
role of a missionary is still that of a 
servant. In the secular market, we take 
our skills, approach companies, and 
barter with them. How much money 
and what sort of other benefits can I 
expect to get in exchange for 40 hours of 
labor? 
The reason for becoming a mission-
ary is not because of a great job oppor-
tunity but because of a conviction that 
this would be an excellent means to 
reach those who otherwise are outside of 
the kingdom. Mission agencies then 
become God-given channels to accom-
plish that end. The legitimate question 
becomes, "How can I serve your agency 
to accomplish a task that God has 
placed on both of our hearts?' And of 
course the agency, if it is following godly 
patterns instead of secular patterns, will 
be looking for ways to nurture you to all 
that God has in store for you. 
Getting on board with a mission 
agency will depend on your situation. 
Look into your denomination. If they 
have a good program to the unreached, 
then sign up. They are set up to get you 
there. If their overseas ministries don't 
aim at the unreached, inquire if they 
would sponsor you to be part of such a 
new venture. 
If you are not a part of a church or 
denomination that has a strong mission 
thrust, never fear! There are at least 600 
North American Protestant mission 
agencies that you could hook up with. 
Finding them is not that difficult. 
Write to MARC, 919 W. Huntington 
Drive, Monrovia, CA91016. They have 
the most comprehensive listing. Take 
advantage of the URBANA missions 
convention hosted by Inter-Varsity every 
three years at Christmas. There you'll 
have the opportunity to speak person-
ally with representatives from over 200 
agencies. 
Most of all, be willing and ready for 
the long haul. 
Being a career missionary really is a 
big deal. To be a good missionary 
requires a certain amount of training, 
interviewing, applying, adjusting and 
good old stick-to-it-iveness. 
Jesus never said that the path of disci-
pleship and obedience would be easy, 
but he did say he would be with us all the 
way. And he said that it would be for 
our best interests. 
Missionaries are still needed today— 
lots of them. If God is putting it on your 
heart to be a part of the career mission-
ary vocation, then give it all you have. 
Remember to persevere. If He has called 
you to something He will be faithful to 
take you to its completion. • 






by Shirley Heisey 
To India, me? But then again, why 
not? After reading about the Nurses 
Christian Fellowship (NCF) Internation-
al Conference in Highway magazine I 
wondered if I should consider going. 
Encouraged by the NCF general secre-
tary for Zambia, I began saving the 
money a year before the proposed date, 
even though I could not get excited 
about it. Perhaps I was still wondering if 
the Lord would bless me with such a 
privilege. I did not even tell my family 
about the conference until two months 
before it started. 
As the time drew near, uncertainties 
began to mount. The cost of the plane 
fare increased. It was difficult to get for-
eign exchange from the bank in Zambia 
and difficult to communicate with the 
NCF office in Ndola about details of 
required paperwork. Problems arose in 
coordinating travel plans with the other 
Zambian delegates. Then another "fly 
fell in the soup." Several weeks before I 
was to leave, I fell and broke my foot. At 
this point I questioned the wisdom of 
even trying to go ahead with my plans. 
However, kind friends encouraged me, 
offering many prayers on my behalf. 
Only a week before departure I was 
finally able to make final arrangements, 
and when the doctor took my cast off, I 
had little pain. God had opened the way 
for me to go after all! 
I met my traveling companions, Eliz-
abeth Halale and Sitwala Lyamba, in 
the airport in Lusaka on departure day. 
We left Monday afternoon and reached 
the YMCA in Delhi where the confer-
ence was to be held Tuesday evening. 
One hundred of us from 24 countries 
Shirley Heisey serves the Lord as a nurse at 
Macha Hospital in Zambia. She has been 
serving in various similar capacities since 
1963. 
Shirley Heisey at Macha Mission 
Hospital. 
had gathered for the pre-conference 
Leadership Training Seminar to learn 
and practice Christian leadership as 
nurses and as servants in the ministry of 
NCF. This began Wednesday afternoon 
and continued with teaching sessions, 
small group Bible studies, and work-
shops until Sunday morning when the 
pre-conference culminated in a worship 
service. 
During the pre-conference, several 
colorful canvas shelters were set up on 
the grassy plot adjoining the YMCA to 
accommodate the other 260 who were 
joining us for the conference itself, which 
began Sunday evening. 
About half of the conference group 
were Indian nurses from more than half 
of India's 22 states and territories. The 
rest were from 30 other nations. We 
lived, ate, slept, and met in small and 
large groups during the nine days of the 
conference, enjoying fellowship and one-
ness in the Lord, though we came from 
so many different places. 
Each day started with breakfast fol-
lowed by Bible study in groups of about 
10 and a Bible exposition from Gala-
tians on our theme, "Free to be Account-
able." After tea we were together again 
for a professional session looking at dif-
ferent phases of freedom and accounta-
bility in nursing. 
A block of free time in the afternoon 
was often spent talking informally, in 
short "marketplace" meetings for ex-
change of ideas, letter writing, or rest-
ing. After afternoon tea a variety of 
workshops on professional or ministry 
topics were offered. The evening meet-
ing was a time for nurses from the differ-
ent regions to share. To help with the 
African regional report were four of us 
from Zambia, four from Ghana, and 
one from Nigeria. These evening ses-
sions closed with a devotional thought 
and prayer. 
The assassination of Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi on the Wednesday of our con-
ference caused unrest and upheaval all 
over the country. With the announce-
ment of "no public meetings" we won-
dered if we could continue. Though we 
were permitted to continue the confer-
ence, our program was changed and the 
whole atmosphere was affected. We 
were not permitted to tour the hospitals 
in the city, or the Taj Mahal as had been 
planned, but rather we spent more time 
in prayer. Our fellowship and under-
standing of each other deepened. 
Thursday afternoon we met for a ser-
vice of condolence. Mr. Lazarus, presi-
dent of the YMCA and a chief spokes-
man for Mrs. Gandhi for two years, was 
the speaker. He, along with Rev. Chanda-
pilla (our Bible expositor), helped us 
understand what a loss Mrs. Gandhi's 
death brought to the 16 million Indian 
Christians (two percent of the popula-
tion). The service ended with each non-
Indian conferee giving a rosebud to an 
Indian delegate as we joined in singing a 
benediction song. 
We realized that the news of Mrs. 
Gandhi's assassination was likely to 
cause family and friends to be con-
cerned. Nurses who needed to travel 
before the conference ended, as well as 
those traveling by train to their destina-
tions, felt extra anxiety. Many prayers 
from our group and from believers 
around the world went up on their 
behalf. Our Father in heaven kept all of 
us safe. 
As things in the city settled down to 
more normal conditions, we confirmed 
travel plans and visited several places of 
interest connected with Mrs. Gandhi's 
death and funeral. At souvenir shops we 
selected gifts and treasures to take with 
us. 
The greatest treasure of those two 
weeks did not have a price tag. Who can 
tell the value of learning biblical prin-
ciples of leadership from experienced 
leaders in the world of nursing? How 
can a price be put on the blending to-
gether of 360 voices from 30 nations 
praising the Lord in song? What is it 
worth to make new friends and broaden 
our understanding of nursing problems 
in other countries? We realized that our 
Father in heaven had brought us to-
gether for a purpose and that we were 
united with bonds that will not easily be 
broken as we scatter to our places of 
work. He will give us wisdom and free-
dom to work more accountably as we 
trust him. It was worth every uncer-
tainty of the previous months. • 
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God at work in our world 
Evangelism 
conference held at 
Livingstone 
Lois Jean Sider, Livingstone, Zambia 
In December 1984, the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Zambia sponsored a Con-
gress on Evangelism at David Living-
stone Teacher Training College in Liv-
ingstone, Zambia. About 75 delegates 
and many non-delegates from partici-
pating churches all over Zambia attended 
various sessions. This was the first meet-
ing of its kind. Members were obviously 
excited to be joining hands across de-
nominational lines in order to win the 
lost for Christ. 
Along with sessions on reasons for 
evangelism, methods for evangelism, 
and other general topics, were planning 
sessions focusing on practical and im-
mediate applications. During these ses-
sions, co-ordinators were chosen from 
the various areas to lead in planning for 
evangelistic efforts in the local regions 
during 1985. 
Enock Shamapani, pastor at Macha 
Serving him who is 
my refuge 
Kirk Moyo, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 
A letter from urban overseer Kirk 
Moyo to Fred Holland exemplifies the 
strength of faith and perseverence of our 
brothers and sisters in Zimbabwe. The 
following account was adapted from 
that letter. 
I was driving from Nkulumane on 
Siyephambile Road at 7 p.m. when my 
car was hit by stones, and a window was 
smashed in. As soon as I stopped the 
car, I was pulled out by my necktie by 
four men armed with big knives, rocks, 
and iron bars. The men took my wrist 
watch, shirt, and suit jacket; within a few 
seconds I was naked. They searched 
everywhere, even tearing open my car 
seats. They beat me on the face with an 
iron bar, and threatened to kill me if I 
didn't give them money. They wrestled 
with me, twisting my arms and stran-
gling me. 
They left me unconscious, taking sev-
eral hundred dollars, my watch, and my 
clothing. When I regained conscious-
ness, I found they had left only my 
trousers. 
Missions, is co-ordinator for the south-
ern area. He needs prayer in these efforts 
during 1985. 
As an observer (non-delegate), I was 
thrilled to sense the concern and vision 
of Zambian church leaders of all denom-
inations. They are striving to evangelize 
Zambia while the doors are still open, 
and feel a sense of urgency since no one 
knows how soon they will close. 
A Ministry with 
students 
Lois Jean Sider, Livingstone, Zambia 
My most important ministry here at 
David Livingstone Teacher Training 
College is with the students and former 
students who go out across the country 
as teachers. When I have the privilege to 
counsel and pray with individuals while 
they are students, many of them keep in 
touch by letter and give prayer requests 
after they begin teaching. 
I try to take time to answer all letters 
from former students. If I am particu-
larly concerned about something, I write 
I praise God for his mighty hand. I 
am alive and busy serving him who is my 
refuge. 
We spent a week doing visitation in 
Filabusi to begin a church-planting ven-
ture. Over 150 people prayed to receive 
Christ and 94 joined the follow-up Bible 
study groups. 
The poverty in this city is a hindrance 
to evangelism. For three years they have 
had no harvest. They are hungry, naked, 
and suffering. They barely have money 
for necessities—less yet for Bibles. But 
God will do something for them, I hope. 
Both Gweru and Harare churches are 
starting daughter churches. The number 
of new members joining the church is 
unusual this year. 
to someone even when I have not heard 
directly from him or her recently. I also 
like to send Christian magazines to 
those isolated from Christian fellowship. 
Personal counseling with students is 
important, but it is not easy to find time 
for it in our busy schedules. Recently an 
opportunity arose. Two former students 
were preparing to be married here at 
Livingstone. They are both committed 
Christians, but her parents are nominal 
Christians. While plans were being made, 
the young man shared with me that he 
was being asked to buy beer for the 
reception. We prayed together that he 
could refuse without causing hard feel-
ings. The Lord answered our p r a y e r -
no beer was served at the reception and 
the bride's father gave a very nice speech 
including appreciation for the Christian 
life of his daughter and of the groom. 
My happiest times are when I can 
share and pray with individuals, and the 
Lord has been giving many opportuni-
ties. 
Congregation in a 
cathedral 
Donald R. Jacobs 
"You are scheduled to preach next 
Sunday," I was told by Bishop Ndlovu, 
"at the Anglican Cathedral in Bula-
wayo." I was taken back a bit because I 
was looking forward to worshipping 
with the Brethren in Christ. "They are 
Brethren in Christ," he explained. "They 
are renting the cathedral until they can 
build their own church." 
I discovered to my amazement and 
joy that a group of Brethren in Christ 
professional people who lived in the cap-
ital had a vision for a congregation in 
the city itself, in addition to the existing 
congregations in the "townships," the 
areas where most Africans live. So on 
their own initiative they negotiated the 
use of the Anglican Cathedral for a late 
Sunday morning service and began to 
meet. This has continued for several 
months now. To my surprise I found 
325 people gathered there. A lawyer was 
choir director! They filled that cathedral 
with joyful singing. I gather that the 
Brethren in Christ attendance outnum-
bers the Anglican attendance by at least 
five times. 
(Donald R. Jacobs is the Executive 
Director of the Mennonite Christian 
Leadership Foundation.) 
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church} nerts 
Allegheny Conference 
An informal time of fellowship was held recently 
by the Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, 
Pa. The purpose of the meeting was to show 
appreciation for the leadership of their associate 
pastoral couple, the Ken Hepners, and also to 
welcome back their pastoral couple, the Kenneth 
Hokes, following their sabbatical. • Recent guests 
of the Clarence Center, NY congregation, were 
Rick and Kathy Steubing, who shared about their 
work in Zambia. 
The Colyer congregation, Centre Hall, Pa., wel-
comed the James Ketners as their pastoral family 
on Nov. 25. • Mike Musser, who spent the 
summer with Teen Missions in Cypress, shared 
with the Green Spring congregation, Newville, Pa. 
The Hanover, Pa., congregation held a talent 
night recently, featuring participation of members 
of the congregation. • Eight persons received bap-
tism recently, reports the Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
congregation. 
Awards were presented by the New Guilford 
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., to twelve per-
sons for Bible reading. • Four persons were 
approved for baptism on Sunday, Jan. 6, by the 
Waynesboro, Pa., congregation. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation, observed 
its 75th anniversary on Sunday, Jan. 6. • On 
December 30, Luke Keefer Jr. led the worship 
service for the Harrisburg, Pa. congregation. 
Because of the Keefers moving, it was their last 
Sunday to worship with the congregation and an 
informal time of sharing and farewells was held. 
Special guest speaker for the Holden Park con-
gregation, Orlando, Fl., was David Randolph. 
Mr. Randolph serves with Telios Ministries, a 
ministry to ex-convicts. • Sunday, Feb. 3, was 
Commission Sunday for the Lancaster, Pa., con-
gregation. A Service of Dedication and Commis-
sion was held in the morning for all newly-formed 
boards and committees. A workshop followed the 
noon meal for those involved. 
The Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., re-
ports receiving persons into membership recently. 
Eleven persons were baptized. 
Canadian Conference 
A musical concert was held at the Heise Hill 
Church, Gormley, Ont., on New Year's Eve. The 
groups participating were the Elliott Family, 
Reunion and the Wright Singers. • The New Life 
congregation, Collingwood, Ont., held a "painting 
bee" recently in their new church building. 
Four Sunday evenings were used by the Sherk-
ston, Ont., congregation to view the Anthony 
Campolo film series, "You Can Make a Differ-
ence." • Sixty-seven persons from the Wainfleet, 
Ont., congregation had perfect attendance during 
the 1983-84 Sunday school year. 
The Westheights congregation, Waterloo, Ont., 
reports receiving twelve persons into fellowship on 
Sunday, Jan. 20. 
Central Conference 
The Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mi., reports 
holding a Watch Night Service with Rev. Russell 
Kreml from the Breckenridge Pilgrim Holiness 
Church as the speaker. Rev. Kreml also did a 
chalk drawing. • A seven-week study on spiritual 
gifts is being conducted by the Beulah Chapel 
congregation, Springfield, Oh., on Sunday eve-
nings. 
Following a carry-in meal on Sunday, Jan. 6, 
the Pleasant Hill, Oh., congregation viewed Brad 
Steinbrecher's slides of his summer experience 
with Outward Bound. The youth who attended 
"Let YOUth Reach" also shared. • A right to life 
presentation and film were shared at the Sippo 
Valley congregation, Massillon, Oh. 
Recent guests of the Western Hills congrega-
tion, Cincinnati, Oh., were Bob and Phyllis Erny. 
The Ernys are missionaries with OMS in Indonesia. 
Midwest Conference 
Dora Jesudassen, a believer from India, spent 
the month of January with the Oklahoma City, 
Ok., congregation. • A carry-in supper was held 
by the Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks. It was a 
time for all Bible study groups to reflect and report 
on their studies. 
Pacific Congregation 
Bishop Ralph Wenger recently installed Rev. 
and Mrs. Ted Slattery as the assistant pastoral 
couple of the Moreno congregation, Sunnymead, 
Ca. • The Upland, Ca., congregation, held a series 
of spiritual growth meetings recently, featuring 
Henry Ginder as guest speaker. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Blackmon: Rachel Anne, Dec. 28; Rob and 
Julie Blackmon, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Book: Jacob Ryan, Jan. 2; James and Ellyn 
Book, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Brubaker: Eric Douglas, Nov. 27; Douglas and 
Tonda Brubaker, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Cober: Daniel Kelly, Dec. 12; Keith and Bev-
erly Cober, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Engle: Emily Renee, Dec. 17; Wendell and 
Michele Engle, Mountain View congregation, Co. 
Frey: Austin Armor, Jan. 15; Randy and Paula 
Frey, Palmyra congregation, Pa. 
Gamble: Brock Jacob, Oct. 30; Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Gamble, Green Spring congregation, Pa. 
Groff: Devon Elizabeth, Aug. 30; Tim and Jill 
Groff, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Groff: Tyler Cameron, Jan. 7; Dave and Vicki 
Groff, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Hontz: Michael David, Jan. 15; David and 
Shirley (Musser) Hontz, Upland congregation, 
Ca. 
Jamieson: John Joseph, Jan. 8; Joseph and 
Velda Jamieson, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Kerr: Shannon Tomar, Dec. 20; Wayne and 
Glenda Kerr, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
McClintic: Jeremey Richard, Nov. 28; Rick 
and Patty (Jones) McClintic, Colyer congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Pranckun: Joel Joseph, Dec. 29; Peter and Jan 
Pranckun, Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Shertzer: Lindsay Ann, Jan. 13; Steve and Deb 
Shertzer, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Snyder: Matthew Daniel, Dec. 4; Daniel and 
Brenda Snyder, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Sollenberger: Krista Ann, Jan. 13; Jim and 
Debbie Sollenberger, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Winger: Amberly Anita, April 20, 1984; Gary 
and Sylvia Winger, Westheights congregation, 
Ont. 
Weddings 
Apperson-Lipp: Heidi Lipp and Stephen Apper-
son, Sept. 8, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Fenstermacher-Kase: Deborah Anne Kase and 
Thomas L. Fenstermacher, Dec. 22, in the Gran-
tham Brethren in Christ Church with Revs. Ethan 
Gramm and David Janssen officiating. 
Fortner-Cober: Lorinda, daughter of Louis 
and Ruth Cober, Mount Joy, Pa., and James 
Fortner, Shrewsbury, N.J., Dec. 29, in the High-
land Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ed 
Ashby officiating. 
Hutcheson-King: Peggy King and Bruce Hutch-
eson, Aug. 4, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Kilmer-Hoover: Lourie, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Hoover, and Kevin, son of Joyce 
Kilmer and the late Russell Kilmer, Nov. 10 in the 
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
M. Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Martin-Hebert: Nancy Louise, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Hebert, Kindersley, Sask., and 
Grant William, son of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Martin, 
Canwood, Sask., Nov. 10 in the Saskatoon First 
Mennonite Church with Rev. Walt Braun of-
ficiating. 
Mylin-Renno: Marcia, daughter of Shirley 
Renno Hartz and the late Joseph Renno, and 
Dale, son of Robert and Mary Mylin, Willow 
Street, Pa., June 23 in the Pequea Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Gerald Wingert offici-
ating. 
Weisbrod-Besplug: Carol Lynnette, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Besplug, Kindersley, Sask., 
and Glen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Eqalt Weisbrod, 
Hoosier, Sask., April 21 in the Kindersley United 
Church with Rev. Larry Wright officiating. 
Wilson-Bookhammer: Patty Ann Bookham-
mer and Gary James Wilson, Dec. 3 in the bride's 
home with Rev. Earl Lehman officiating. 
Obituaries 
Barton: Larry J. Barton, born Jan. 7, 1960, 
died Dec. 16, 1984. Rev. Earl J. Lehman con-
ducted the funeral service. Interment was in the 
Langdondale Cemetery. 
Bouch: Rev. Norris A. Bouch, Altoona, Pa., 
born Oct. 13,1918, died Dec. 30,1984. He was the 
son of Arthur T. and Eleanor E. Wolfe Bouch. On 
June 21, 1940, he married Viola G. Hann who 
preceded him in death on May 5, 1980. He was a 
member of the Mountain Chapel Brethren in 
Christ Church where he served as pastor for 22 
years. He is survived by a daughter, Ruth A. Peck, 
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2 grandchildren; and 10 brothers and sisters. Revs. 
Mark Slagenweit and H. Lee Ritchey conducted 
the funeral service in the Mt. Chapel Church. 
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Tribute to Rev. Norris Bouch 
The Lord has called home another dear brother, 
minister and faithful servant. Reverend Norris 
Bouch was born October 13, 1918 and passed 
away Sunday morning, December 30, 1984, aged 
66. Brother Bouch lived and pastored in the Cen-
tral Pennsylvania area for more than twenty-nine 
years. He served as Assistant Pastor at Altoona 
from 1952 to 1955. He then served at the Kittan-
ning Church in Armstrong County for two years. 
From 1957 to 1978 he pastored the Mountain 
Chapel congregation near Breezewood, Pennsyl-
vania. The Lord has blessed the ministry of our 
brother and friend. 
Brother Bouch lost his wife, Viola, in May of 
1980. Since 1981 he has been confined to rest 
homes, and most recently at the Hillview Conva-
lescent Center in Altoona, Pennsylvania. He was 
relieved by death of much pain during an extended 
illness. 
Our sympathy and prayers remain with his 
daughter, Ruth (Mrs. Richard Peck of Duncans-
ville), two grandchildren and ten surviving broth-
ers and sisters. 
Many will miss Brother Bouch, but we sorrow 
not as those who have no hope of the resurrection. 
H. Frank Kipe 
Bishop—Allegheny Conference 
College: Foster G. (Sonny) College, Everett, 
Pa., born July 26,1952, died Dec. 19,1984. He was 
the son of Foster R. College and Margaret College 
who survive. He was married to Carrie (Strait) 
College who survives, along with a daughter, 
Natasha; a son, Adam; and two sisters. He was a 
member of the Clear Creek Brethren in Christ 
Church where he served as Sunday School Super-
intendent, and on the Sunday school and church 
boards. Rev. Curtis Bryant conducted the funeral 
service in the Clear Creek Church. Interment was 
in the Mountain Chapel Cemetery. 
College: Merle C. College, New Enterprise, 
Pa., born April 7, 1914, died Jan. 9, 1985. Rev. 
Earl Lehman conducted the funeral service. Inter-
ment was in the Hopewell Cemetery. 
Dagen: Marian Yuninger Dagen, Willow Street, 
Pa., born Jan. 5,1897, died Nov. 11,1984. She was 
married to Charles Dagen Sr. who survives. Also 
surviving are two sons: Robert and Charles; and 
two daughters: Miriam Miller and Florence Hess. 
The funeral service was conducted in the Pequea 
Brethren in Christ Church by Revs. Gerald Win-
gert and Paul Keefer Jr. Interment was in the 
Longenecker's Reformed Mennonite Cemetery. 
Gerber: Catherine Zeiders Gerber, Lebanon, 
Pa., born in Palmyra Dec. 2, 1909, died Jan. 17, 
1985. Rev. Ethan Gramm conducted the funeral 
service in the Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church. 
Interment was in Gravel Hill Cemetery. 
Heisey: David Z. Heisey, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
born Feb. 26, 1909, died Jan. 6, 1985. He was the 
son of Walter and Martha Zercher Heisey. He was 
married to Fannie Wolgemuth Heisey who sur-
vives. Also surviving are 6 sons: David, Walter, 
Eugene, Kenneth, Elwood and Nelson; a daugh-
ter, Alice; 19 grandchildren; a great-grandchild; a 
brother; and 3 sisters. He was a member of the 
Mount Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church where 
the funeral service was conducted by Revs. Jerel 
Book and John Fries. Interment was in the adjoin-
ing cemetery. 
Glenn Robitaille Ordained 
Covenant Brethren in Christ Church 
(in Corpus Christi Separate School), 
Penetang, Ontario, was the setting for 
the ordination to the Christian ministry 
of Glenn A. Robitaille on Sunday, Jan-
uary 13, 1985. 
The service of ordination was con-
ducted by Bishop Harvey R. Sider. 
Lucas: Ira Edwin Lucas, Dauphine Co., Pa., 
born Oct. 25, 1909, in Mt. Carmel, Pa., died Dec. 
24, 1984. Rev. Ethan Gramm conducted the fu-
neral service in the Palmyra Brethren in Christ 
Church. Interment was in Grand View Memorial 
Park. 
Nead: Walter W. Nead, Orlando, Fl„ born 
July 22, 1904, died Nov. 23, 1984. Rev. Earl J. 
Lehman conducted the funeral service. Interment 
was in the Langdondale Cemetery. 
Snyder: Rev. Paul Lauver Snyder, Mountville, 
Pa., born July 14,1919, in Rheems, Pa., died Aug. 
28, 1984. He was the son of John H. and Annie 
Lauver Snyder. He was married to Esther Dourte 
Snyder who survives. Also surviving are two 
daughters: Barbara D. and H. Sue; a son, Robert 
D.; two grandchildren; and three sisters. He was 
associate pastor of the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church, where the funeral service was conducted 
by Rev. Walter Winger. He had also served as 
pastor of the Abilene, Carlisle and Fairland 
Brethren in Christ Churches. A tribute was given 
by the Board of Bishops. 
Tribute to Rev. Paul Snyder 
The Manor congregation and the Brethren in 
Christ Church have lost a brother beloved. Paul 
was a motivating force in the brotherhood. He was 
a visionary who helped the church push out the 
horizons. He was involved in the beginning of 
Bible quizzing, spending many hours in the writ-
ing of questions for completion. His ministry with 
the Board of Christian Education involved him in 
teamwork in which he was a willing participant. 
He enjoyed contact among the congregations as 
well as in the larger evangelical community. 
Paul was interested in people. No doubt that 
was the reason that his years of ministry were 
spent mostly sharing with people. He served in 
pastorates at Abilene, Ks.; Carlisle, Pa.; Fairland, 
Pa.; Pittsburgh, Pa.; and here at Manor. For a 
period of time he was a member of the faculty at 
Messiah College, helping to shape young lives for 
Christ and the church. 
Other participants were Bishop E. J. 
Swalm, who preached the sermon, and 
Rev. R. Dale Shaw who delivered the 
charge. Among friends who attended 
from a distance was the first person 
Glenn, while still a teenager, led to the 
Lord. 
Glenn spent his formative years in 
Ohio and Pennsylvania, moving to this 
French Canadian community in 1972 
because he sensed a burden to see an 
evangelical church established here. Fol-
lowing the commitment of his life to 
Christ at 16 years of age, he became 
active in youth work and teaching min-
istries which broadened into a year of 
"pastor-in-training service" with Rev. 
Dale Shaw at Collingwood. Glenn has 
served as pastor of the Covenant church 
planting ministry since its beginning in 
1980. 
Glenn and his wife, Debra, have four 
children, Joel, Aimee, Joshua, and 
Cherie. 
Paul Snyder 
Now his life on this earth has been completed, 
but its influence will long continue. Those of us 
who have known him are grateful for his friend-
ship. 
John Byers, Bishop 
Atlantic Conference 
Walter: Anna L. Morrison Walter, Willow 
Street, Pa., born Dec. 15, 1913, died Dec. 2, 1984. 
She was married to Ross Walter who survives. 
Also surviving are three daughters: Alice Kibler, 
Kathleen Rhodes and Thelma Tshudy; five broth-
ers; and three sisters. The funeral service was con-
ducted in the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church by 
Revs. Gerald Wingert and Paul Keefer. Interment 
was in Conestoga Memorial Park. 
Whitfield: Ethel M. Whitfield, Hopewell, Pa., 
born July 5, 1905, died Nov. 28,1984. Rev. Earl J. 
Lehman conducted the funeral service. Interment 
was in the Bethel Cemetery. 
Young: Clyde F. Young, Hopewell, Pa., born 
July 21, 1914, died July 15, 1984. Rev. Earl Leh-
man conducted the funeral service in the Sher-
mans Valley Brethren in Christ Church. Interment 
was in Shermans Valley Cemetery. 
Zelanko: John H. Zelanko, Six Mile Run, Pa., 
born April 28,1913, died Oct. 12,1984. Revs. Dan 
Diehl and Earl Lehman conducted the funeral 
service. Interment was in the Shermans Valley 
Cemetery. 
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" . . . a hard place" 
Henry Hostetter is a field representative of the 
Brethren in Christ Commission on Stewardship and 
Finance. 
When this brother, who has given a lifetime of service 
to 'he church, gave a devotional talk at a commission 
meeting, he said some things which should be heard by a 
wider audience. His thoughtful observations are there-
fore shared below. 
What shall I say to us as a group who are asked to 
build budgets and then spearhead the raising of those 
monies for the general church ministries headed by 
about 70 brothers and sisters (board members) whose 
names appear in the General Conference Minutes? Using 
the title of Senator Hatfield's book, we are indeed 
"between a rock and a hard place." It is easy to dream 
about what our brotherhood could do if we had the 
money; it is another thing to realistically face the coordi-
nation of funds and ministries. 
What is the primary business of the Commission on 
Stewardship and Finance (COSF)? Our Manual of Doc-
trine and Government says that its assignment is to 
"promote biblical stewardship, review the giving patterns 
of the church, and serve as a primary resource in the area 
of financial matters." 
But what does the Bible teach, and what have we 
learned in seminars? At a recent seminar I attended, a 
speaker said that "Stewardship is not God's way of 
raising budgets; it is God's way of growing Christian 
people." 
Even though the major assignment of COSF is to 
work on budget requests, budget allotments, and budget 
raising through Cooperative Ministries and Mission, our 
first mission must be to increase the spiritual dimension 
of every member of the flock. This includes brothers and 
sisters of the most limited finances to those who are the 
most affluent. The 70 people administering the general 
church ministries need to bear in mind that the raising of 
the spiritual level of our present church constituency is 
very important, and they need to be prepared to be 
involved with COSF in that endeavor. 
The second question: How does the Bible speak to 
those (pastors and regional board members included) at 
the forefront of budget coordination, building, and rais-
ing? In Mark 10:35-45, James and John requested high 
positions in the kingdom they expected Jesus to estab-
lish. According to verse 41, the other ten disciples also 
had aspirations, but James and John beat them to it. 
In verse 421 hear Jesus saying (in today's vernacular) 
"Hey, fellows, come here; I have something I want to tell 
you. This kingdom of mine is not like a business or 
government run by pagan leaders. They rule (boss, exer-
cise authority, lord it over) people. But in my kingdom, 
whoever will be great (high, mighty, strong) will be the 
servant, and whoever will be chief (first, have the seat of 
highest honor) shall be a slave." 
A second Scripture, written by one of the ten, but who 
has now lived 30 years longer, comes out of life's expe-
riences. First Peter 5:2-3 speaks to this same group of 
leadership people. Interesting words appear in the var-
ious translations: "not a lord, not a dictator, not for pay, 
not a tyrant—but examples, servants, shepherds, and of 
true compassion." 
This kind of ministry and thinking and living day after 
day tends to make all this money and budget business of 
smaller consequence. The cattle upon a thousand hills 
belong to my Lord. He has the power to withhold and 
power to multiply. Would a more intense ministry of 
making him known do the unusual in bringing in funds 
to carry this work forward? It seems to me that it could, 
but it would need to be in faith. Like Paul, we would 
need to learn how to live in abundance and how to live 
with less. 
Here is a lesson that has some very definite dimensions 
of trust in God and even some possible physical hard-
ships. Can it be less than this if we church leaders clearly 
demonstrate that we are more interested in raising people 
than in raising budgets? 
Guiding budget building and budget raising through 
Cooperative Ministries and Mission in a way that pro-
duces spiritual growth and not a stumbling block is not 
easy. It frequently places the Commission on Steward-
ship and Finance "between a rock and a hard place." 
May the commission never fail in its responsibility to 
church leaders on the one side, and to the whole brother-
hood on the other side. Raising budgets is simply one of 
the by-products of raising Christians. 
A new brochure, explaining the ministries of the Com-
mission on Stewardship and Finance to individuals, 
congregations, and conferences, will be off the press 
soon. 
New Interest Rates for Investments 
in the Jacob Engle Foundation 
(Effective January 17, 1985) 
Thrift Accumulation Plan Agreement 7.0 % 
(Minimum $5) 
Stewardship Investment Certificates 
(Minimum $500) 
6 month maturity 9.0 % 
1 year maturity 9.25% 
2 year maturity 9.50% 
3 year maturity 9.75% 
4 year maturity 9.90% 
5 year maturity 10.10% 
The rates listed are for the initial interest rate only. The 
Foundation may adjust interest rates upward or down-
ward from time to time. 




1985 missionary conference 
a success 
A special series of chapel programs 
during January entitled "The Urgency 
of Urban Mission" gave the entire Mes-
siah College community an increased 
awareness of the needs in missions and 
the opportunities for service. Represen-
tatives from Philadelphia's Center for 
Urban Theological Studies and Washing-
ton's One Ministries were among the 
speakers scheduled along with Dr. Don-
ald R. Zook, Professor of Management 
at Messiah College and executive direc-
tor of Brethren in Christ Missions. 
A series of workshops offered on 
"Financial Aspects of Missions: Paying 
Your Way ""Short-Term Missions: Com-
mitment with a Difference," and "Ca-
reers in Missions: The World's Longest 
Employment List" answered frequently-
asked questions for many students. 
The January chapels culminated in a 
challenge for students to spend their 
spring break in an urban mission set-
ting. Plans are being made for work 
teams to go to Boston, Mass.; Bronx, 
N.Y.; Merritt Island, Fla.; Mississippi; 
and Washington, D.C. 
Students send $1,700 to Ethiopia 
Through cash contributions and skip-
ping a regularly scheduled meal, Mes-
siah College students were able to pre-
sent Mennonite Central Committee with 
a $1,700 check to be used for famine 
relief in Ethiopia. Faculty and staff 
members also contributed to the fund. 
1985-1986 semester fees 
The following semester fees have been 
set for the 1985-1986 academic year: 
Tuition (12-18 semester hours) $2,600 
Student activity fee $ 30 
Board (Resident students only) $ 675 
Room (Resident students only) $ 650 
Financial aid deadline 
A reminder to students wishing to 
enroll at Messiah College for the fall of 
1985 that the priority deadline for finan-
cial aid is April 1. 
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Approximately 100 Messiah students were among the 17,000 collegians participat-
ing in the December Urbana Missions Conference in Illinois. Sponsored by Inter Var-
sity, this conference provided an excellent opportunity to learn about mission activi-
ties around the world. Students returning from Urbana were full of enthusiasm and 
had many positive comments. Perhaps one student summed it up best by saying, "It 
was awesome—awesome to decide among almost 400 possible workshops and 
seminars, to worship with so many believers, and to meet people from all over the 
United States, Canada, and other countries." 
Increased institutional 
aid announced 
Dr. Robert Hamilton, vice-president 
for business and finance, has announced 
that an additional $300,000 will annu-
ally be applied to institutional financial 
aid beginning with the 1985-1986 aca-
demic year. This represents a 35 percent 
increase in available institutional aid 
and will help meet the gap between a 
student's financial need and the amount 
of aid awarded from outside sources. 
Included in the increase is a bonus for 
students who qualify for Founders' and 
Dean's Scholarships. Starting this fall, 
Founders' Scholarship will increase from 
$2,000 to $2,500 per year while Dean's 
Scholarship will increase from a maxi-
mum of $ 1,250 to a maximum of $ 1,500 
annually. 
1985 Fine Arts Festival 
To celebrate the tercentenary of the 
births of Johann Sebastian Bach, George 
Frederick Handel, and Domenico Scar-
latti, the 1985 Fine Arts Festival theme 
revolved around these men. Held from 
January 31 to February 2, the celebra-
tion began with members of the music 
department faculty performing works by 
all three composers in chapel. 
Other events were: a Bach harpsi-
chord recital by Dr. Richard Roberson, 
assistant professor of music; a lecture by 
17th Century Dutch Landscape Painter 
Expert Dr. John Walford entitled "Art: 
Secular Luxury or Christian Necessity"; 
and a performance of P. D. Q. Bach's 
"The Seasonings" by the Messiah Col-
lege Singers. 
The week concluded with an opening 
reception for a new art exhibit, "Gradu-
ate Students in the Crafts from the Tyler 
School of Art" and a sold-out perform-
ance of Tad Mosel's Pulitzer Prize-
winning play All the Way Home by the 
National Theatre of the Deaf. 
Two major gifts received 
The J. Howard Pew Freedom Trust 
has approved a $150,000 grant to assist 
Messiah College renovate Old Main. 
Built in 1911, this versatile building has 
been repeatedly remodeled to meet the 
changing needs of the college. It now 
houses classrooms and administrative 
and faculty offices, but badly needs res-
toration. The project begins this month 
with the installation of an elevator. The 
bulk of the work will be done during the 
summer months. 
In addition, Dr. David Madeira, vice 
president for college advancement, re-
ports the $4.1 million sale of property 
donated to the college last September by 
Lancaster developer Abram D. Mellin-
ger. With the proceeds of the sale, Mes-
siah has set up a trust fund that will 
benefit the Mellingers during their life-
times. Upon their death, the trust will be 
divided between four charities, with Mes-
siah College receivingjust over $2 million. 
These funds will be placed in the col-
lege's endowment fund. The income 
earned will be applied toward opera-
tional expenses and capital projects. In 
appreciation, the college is naming its 
newest resident hall the Mr. and Mrs. 
Abram D. Mellinger Residence. It should 
be ready for occupancy by September. 
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Farmers facing trouble 
"I found out why I'm getting under, 
and that it isn't just something I did 
wrong," Kenneth Hershey, a Lancaster 
County (Pa.) dairyman, told me at the 
close of the Faith and Farming Confer-
ence held in November at Laurelville 
Mennonite Church Center in Pennsyl-
vania. 
He said he had quit blaming himself 
when, at the conference, he learned how 
his own situation fit into an historical 
process over which he had little control. 
"Don Reeves (of Central City, Neb.) 
talked about the 1970s," Hershey went 
on, referring to the keynote speaker, 
"when the dollar was devalued, world 
markets for export crops expanded, 
inflation kept growing, interest rates 
were high. The bottom line was more 
important than the cash flow. Loans 
became less expensive. That's when I got 
caught up in what was happening." 
He told me the story. Hershey went to 
his banker in 1972 for a loan to remodel 
the milking stalls in his dairy barn and 
was told that he could borrow the 
money only if he also built a new facility 
and more than doubled the size of his 
herd. "I had 40 to 45 cows on my 80-acre 
farm and I grew the hay and grain I 
needed," he explained to me just as he 
had to the banker. "It didn't seem like 
good management to borrow five times 
by Lavonne Piatt 
what I really needed and then to increase 
my herd and have to buy feed." But the 
banker insisted on his terms for the loan. 
The balanced operation of Hershey's 
farm was upset, but he managed under 
the new system until 1980 when interest 
rates climbed from 12% to 19'/2%, fol-
lowed soon after by a drop in milk price 
supports. A drought in 1982 brought 
feed prices up and supply down. When 
he had to start buying forage at the 
beginning of 1983, Hershey could no 
longer make even the interest payments 
on his loan. 
Kenneth Hershey's story is especially 
poignant: he is the seventh generation of 
Hersheys to farm the same piece of 
ground. "Across the road in the church 
cemetery are my grandfather's and great-
grandfather's graves," he told me. "A 
half mile down the road is an old ceme-
tery where my other ancestors are bur-
ied." In a voice that reflected pain as 
much as determination, he said, "It 
would be very hard for me to sell my 
farm." 
At the time of the Faith and Farming 
Conference, Hershey was anticipating 
filing for chapter 11 Bankruptcy, an 
action that would allow six or seven 
years to recoup his losses. It is a move he 
was considering only after being assured 
that his creditors would not lose from 
his decision even if at the end of the five 
years he still faces foreclosure. 
Story told time and again. 
Other farms going bankrupt may not 
have been owned by the same family as 
long as the Hershey farm, but otherwise 
variations of this story are repeated 
across the North American continent 
today. Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
farmers are no different from their 
neighbors in facing a farm crisis of 
greater proportions than at any time 
since the dustbowl days fifty years ago. 
In the 1930s nearly everyone faced the 
same problems in an over-all depressed 
economy. Now polarization in almost 
every rural community increases the 
intensity of the problem. Many who 
borrowed capital in order to begin or to 
expand their farming operations in the 
1970s are now facing potential liquida-
tion. At the same time, established 
farmers who remained debt-free con-
tinue to make money. The polarization 
affects relationships within congrega-
tions, within communities, and even 
within families. 
Some farmers in our churches feel 
misunderstood and believe that no one 
is articulating the problems that they 
face. In many rural communities there is 
an inability to listen to one another and 
a tendency to blame those facing hard-
ship. Some feel that the church is out of 
touch with the needs of its rural mem-
bers. "I don't think the church has the 
problems of farmers like me on its 
agenda," an Iowa farmer said to a Men-
nonite Central Committee listening team 
visiting his area. 
Should the church get involved? 
Because our churches presently have 
no structure that focuses on rural life 
issues, problems are often allowed to 
grow to near a breaking point, or be-
yond, before intervention is sought. Can 
Mennonites and Brethren in 
Christ farmers are no different 
from their neighbors in facing 
a farm crisis of greater 
proportions than at any time 
since the dust bowl days 
fifty years ago. 
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we find a vehicle within the church to 
sense members' needs? There are too 
many examples like that of the farmer 
facing bankruptcy whose pastor didn't 
know anyone in his church was in eco-
nomic difficulty. 
The attitude that faith and farming 
are two separate issues is easy to under-
stand when one considers that church 
institutions receive farmland estates 
which generally are sold to the highest 
bidder without consideration as to 
whether the sale will lead to promoting 
family farms or contribute to their de-
cline. Is it time to follow the lead of a few 
Mennonite conferences and foundations 
who are exploring ways to assist Men-
nonite farmers who face economic crisis? 
Responses vary widely. 
In one town a banker resigned his 
position when he became burdened with 
guilt because farmers lost their land 
when they could not meet the loan 
agreements he had insisted on. Now he 
intercedes for farmers seeking loan ex-
tensions or legal assistance. 
Support groups have formed in rural 
communities to respond with financial, 
legal and emotional counsel for those 
farm families in trouble. 
Not all neighbors respond positively. 
Just as common is the attitude of a 
financially secure farmer who said of a 
fellow church member facing heavy 
debts: "He got himself into the situation; 
let him sell his farm." 
Although within many families there 
is support for members facing financial 
problems, even to the extent of paying 
interest on debts, in other families the 
continued on page 28 
Ecology and Hunger: 
What is a sustainable society? 
Some Christians refer to the ideal 
society as one that is just, participatory 
and sustainable. In this column I will 
examine what is meant by a sustainable 
society. 
All living things, including people, 
are wholly dependent upon natural re-
sources and energy for their physical 
existence. Planet earth is a vast, bal-
anced natural system in which physical 
materials are continually being recycled. 
Water, oxygen, carbon, nitrogen, phos-
phorous, and other vital substances are 
recycled between the non-living environ-
ment and the living world with syste-
matic regularity. 
But energy, so critical in sustaining 
life, is not recyclable. It travels an amaz-
ing one-way street from the sun through 
green plants to other organisms. 
The amount of life is limited primarily 
by the amount of energy that green 
plants can incorporate into food, al-
though space, pollution, disease, and 
other natural factors also limit the num-
ber of organisms. 
The number of living things in a cer-
tain location at a specific time is called a 
population. Population size and density 
affected by four factors: birth rate, death 
rate, immigration and emigration. The 
availability of natural resources, energy 
and the four factors listed above interact 
to produce a population that is in natu-
ral balance—one that is sustainable. 
But presently the world population is 
This is the second in a series on "ecol-
ogy and hunger" written by Art Meyer, 
MCC Development Education Office, 
Akron, Pa. 
not sustainable. Two events have allowed 
the human population to increase dras-
tically: (1) humans have greatly in-
creased the immediate available energy 
supply by tapping enormous amounts 
of non-renewable fossil fuels—petroleum, 
natural gas, and coal; and (2) improved 
methods in medicine have reduced the 
death rate. 
With a reduced death rate and vastly 
increased amounts of energy, the two 
primary natural checks on population 
were eliminated and the human popula-
tion literally exploded. 
The Population Reference Bureau 
reports that it took until about 1800 
A. D. for the world's population to reach 
one billion. It took only another 130 
years for the world's population to reach 
two billion. The bureau notes that in 
1960, only 30 years later, the world's 
population was three billion. In 1975, 
only 15 years later, the world's popula-
tion was four billion. The addition of 
each billion people took fewer and fewer 
years. 
The bureau projects that in 1987 the 
world's population will reach five billion 
and that in 1998, only 11 years later, it 
will be six billion. 
Clearly the human population cannot 
grow like this indefinitely. Society as it is 
now developing is not sustainable. We 
are dependent on a dwindling supply of 
fossil fuels. We are exploiting many 
other natural resources needed to sus-
tain and maintain the world's popula-
tion—present and future. 
Lester Brown, described by the Wash-
ington Post as "one of the world's most 
influential thinkers," says, "We have not 
inherited the earth from our parents, we 
by Art Meyer 
are borrowing it from our children." We 
are now using some of the energy and 
resources that future generations will 
need to survive. 
We cannot continue depleting energy 
and resources at the present rate. Chris-
tians who believe that the "earth is the 
Lord's and the fullness thereof, the 
world and all that is therein" must make 
some changes. 
Our economic systems generally do 
not recognize the laws of nature regard-
ing sustainability. Continued population 
growth and economic expansion will 
put more and more stress on natural 
ecosystems. 
Lester Brown in World Watch Paper 
number 48 says: "Supply side economics 
with its overriding emphasis on produc-
tion and its nearly blind faith in market 
forces will lead to serious problems . . . 
The market has no alarm that sounds 
when the carrying capacity of a biologi-
cal system is exceeded . . . In a world 
where the population has passed the 
four billion mark and is nearing five 
billion, the unalloyed working of the 
market forces can destroy the very crop-
lands, forests, grasslands and fisheries 
that support the economy." 
What can or should be done to solve 
the population imbalance and the deple-
tion of natural resources? How can 
responsible Christians work toward a 
society that is sustainable? Lester Brown 
suggested six steps: stabilizing world 
population, protecting cropland, refor-
esting the earth, moving beyond the 
throw-away society, conserving energy 
and developing renewable energy. 
I will look at these steps in future 
columns. 
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Farmers facing 
Trouble . . . 
continued from page 27 
tension is heightened as blame is placed 
on the person in trouble. One young 
farmer experiences daily harassment from 
his father who blames him for having 
borrowed money that he can no longer 
pay back. 
Even when there is sympathy instead 
of derision, the compassion of our peo-
ple that historically has led to aiding 
human need in the developing world 
does not easily find expression locally. 
Examples are far too common: 
• A retiring farm couple deeds the farm 
to their son, with an agreement that he 
will meet their future financial needs. 
Crops fail. Interest rates rise. The bank 
forecloses on the farm. 
• A farmer with serious health prob-
lems and heavy debts cannot afford to 
hire labor to help him on the farm. 
When he requires surgery, he asks his 
minister to be with him at the hospital 
because his wife has to stay at the farm 
and do the chores. The day after his 
dismissal the farmer goes out to work in 
the fields. 
The broader question. 
The Laurelville Conference made 
clear that the problem is not just one of 
economic survival of some farms. It is a 
series of problems, and among them is 
the question of whether the unique sys-
tem of North American family farms 
will survive. Also, how will the people of 
rural communities respond to one 
rhoe-bgs Journal 
"I Get Ma-a-a-ad!" 
I miss watching Sesame Street with 
my children. When they were little and 
rarely missed a show, I think I was often 
just as intrigued as they were. Besides 
the unique personalities of each of the 
muppets and the fascinating graphics, I 
always appreciated one of the guiding 
principles of the program. Sesame Street 
consistently teaches that all feelings are 
legitimate and it's okay to express the 
whole spectrum of one's emotions. I 
especially remember a cartoon goat 
which went through a routine showing 
situations in which he got angry. Each 
example ended with the goat bucking 
his head and bleating: "I get ma-a-a-ad, I 
get ma-a-a-ad, I get ma-a-a-ad, everyb-
ody gets ma-a-a-ad!" 
I don't think I ever really felt that it 
was okay for me to be angry. Anger was 
at best a demonstration of weakness, 
and at worst a sin. I've been anxious, 
hurt, disappointed, frustrated, concerned, 
and righteously indignant, but never 
angry! If I admitted anger, then I was 
admitting a lack of control, a kink in my 
Christian armor. 
Recognizing that I am angry about 
something is hard; in fact, I often resist 
at all costs the thought that what I'm 
feeling might be anger. It doesn't feel 
very good to admit anger because of the 
whole backlog of emotions that say that 
if I were a better person, a better Chris-
tian, I wouldn't get angry. Furthermore, 
I have trouble allowing anger to surface 
and be recognized for what it is because 
then I'll have to do something about it. 
What if I'm angry at someone for doing 
something which hurt me deeply but 
which was completely unintentional? Is 
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it fair to lash out at them, or even to tell 
them I'm angry, when they did the best 
they knew how? Won't I be guilty of 
hurting them just as much as they hurt 
me? So, instead of owning my anger, I 
ignore, bury or repress it, or become 
bitter, resentful, depressed, irritable, self-
righteous, or guilty—all of which is far 
worse in the long run than the original 
anger. 
A few lines in Ephesians have helped 
me a bit as I've been trying to under-
stand my own anger and what to do 
about it. Paul, who probably had many 
occasions to be angry, says: "In your 
anger do not sin: Do not let the sun go 
down while you are still angry." It seems 
to me that this verse says that anger itself 
is not sinful; it simply recognizes the 
existence of anger. What is important is 
what I do about it. 
In the first place, I should not allow 
anger to make me do something wrong. 
The wrongs that can occur as the result 
of anger range all the way from commit-
ting murder to destroying relationships 
with family and friends to hurting myself 
both physically and emotionally. I'm 
not likely to kill someone, no matter 
how angry I get, but it's easy to allow 
angry feelings to get between me and my 
husband or to give me a whopping 
headache. 
So how do I acknowledge my anger 
without hurting someone? The image of 
not letting the sun go down while I'm 
still angry suggests the necessity of deal-
ing with my anger at the time, instead of 
letting it fester for days, weeks, months 
or even years. I've discovered that when 
I can admit that what I'm feeling is anger 
and not just hurt, disappointment or 
frustration, I begin a process of healing 
and release from the anger and every-
thing else that messes up my relation-
ships with people. I've also discovered 
that when I can risk confronting another 
person to express—without blaming— 
my feelings of anger, the door is open to 
further communication. The reality is, 
however, that I still carry around a lot of 
unexpressed anger and I often feel para-
lyzed when I think of telling someone 
that I'm angry. 
I don't begin to understand the whole 
process of anger, and I certainly don't 
understand my own much of the time. 
But I know that like the goat on Sesame 
Street, I do get angry, and it has not 
helped either my feelings about myself 
or my relationships with those I love to 
deny my anger. Inevitably, the anger 
comes out in other ways—I snap at the 
kids for nothing, I get headaches, or I'm 
depressed. I've found it far healthier to 
recognize that I am angry, to under-
stand why, to express it in terms of what 
Tm feeling, and to work at a reconcilia-
tion based on openly expressed feelings. 
I think that this process is suggested 
later in that same passage in Ephesians 
when Paul says, "Get rid of all bitter-
ness, rage and anger. . . . Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiv-
ing each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you." When I can express my 
anger and clear the air, however infre-
quently that actually happens, I am free 
to develop relationships of kindness, 
compassion, and forgiveness. 
Pt/ocbe. 
Readers may correspond with both 
Phoebe and Onesimus by writing to 
them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. 
Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Onesinjus Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you everything that is happening here. Colossians 4:9 
another in time of trouble? Can rural 
churches provide the source of strength 
for those of its members under stress? 
Vision was also shared at the Faith 
and Farming Conference. Pastor Roy 
Kaufman's prophetic vision calls us to a 
covenant concept in our view of the 
land. 
Another minister, Eugene Garber, 
lives out a pastoral vision by helping 
farm couples in his Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, 
community to support one another in 
meeting emotional and spiritual needs 
as they face foreclosures. 
Bill Minter, a conservation forester, is 
looking toward the development of a 
Mennonite agricultural foundation built 
around a concept that would restructure 
farm ownership to keep land in agricul-
ture, would facilitate passing the land on 
in the family, and would assure steward-
ship of the land. 
Kenneth Hershey is the sev-
enth generation of the Her-
sheys to farm the same piece 
of ground and he is filing for 
bankruptcy. While other 
farms may not have been 
owned by the same family as 
long, variations of this story 
are being repeated across 
North America today. 
Farming crisis hotlines across the 
country are another vision. Patterned 
after the response of Interchurch Minis-
tries of Nebraska, these would offer 
support to farm families under financial, 
legal, or emotional stress. 
Finally, a vision is needed of a broad 
world view that helps farmers see the 
connection between the way we farm in 
North America and the global issues of 
hunger, resource availability and envi-
ronmental decline. 
The Faith and Farming Conference 
moved toward the formation of a net-
work of rural Mennonites, Brethren in 
Christ, and Amish to help communities 
and congregations communicate their 
common concerns. If that network can 
be built on shared visions, it can affect 
the survival of family farms. It can help 
rural communities respond to neighbors 
in trouble. It can help our churches to be 
sources of strength for their members.• 
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Dear Paul: 
In my first letter to you this year, I 
mentioned my concern about evange-
lism in the church today. I would like to 
write a bit more about that now. The 
biggest thing in outreach today is what is 
called church growth. That phrase will 
probably remind you of the fantastic 
growth that the church experienced in 
the early years after our Lord left us. 
Nevertheless, people in the 20th century 
mean something specific when they speak 
of church growth. It is a very popular 
movement among evangelical churches 
today. Its basic thesis is that the church 
should focus on its major reason for 
being, which is to fulfill the great com-
mission. That sounds great, but in many 
ways church growth really works against 
the fulfilling the great commission. 
First, church growth diverts attention 
away from missions. In the past, people 
were inspired by the idea of missions. 
Missionary appeals for staff and money 
drew emotional and enthusiastic re-
sponse. Today persons are more inter-
ested in employment that brings finan-
cial reward than in low-paying positions 
with mission agencies. The church is 
more interested in growing big congre-
gations in North America than in build-
ing mission outreach in other parts of 
the world. Large sums of money are 
spent on church buildings, which include 
fellowship halls, gymnasiums, and 
lounges, while giving to missions around 
the world suffers. North Americans 
salve their consciences by convincing 
themselves that they are contributing to 
church growth. 
Second, church growth has convinced 
many that it is not their task to reach 
persons who are ethnically different 
from themselves. One of the major 
tenets of the church growth movement is 
that groups grow best when they focus 
on persons like themselves. (One Chris-
tian has answered: "That may be true, 
but it is not the church.") When you 
were on earth, Paul, the church was so 
diverse that the Holy Spirit had to speak 
through you and Peter and others in a 
variety of languages. Today, the ideal is 
homogeneous churches. People are com-
fortable in churches full of people just 
like themselves, and this is preventing 
the gospel from being preached to per-
sons who are ethnically different. With 
the increasing diversity of cultures and 
languages in North America, this is a 
tragic shortcoming of the church. 
Third, church growth has allowed us 
to be comfortable with enticing persons 
to transfer from another church rather 
than converting persons to faith in 
Christ. Not only has church growth 
limited outreach to other nations and 
ethnic groups, but our outreach to per-
sons like us has also been limited. The 
shift in emphasis from evangelism to 
church growth has allowed Christians to 
rejoice when their church is growing 
through the "evangelization" of persons 
who are dissatisfied with other churches. 
Indeed, some evidence seems to indicate 
that the church in North America is not 
growing at all; Christians are merely 
being shuffled from one church to 
another. Church growth has helped us 
to be comfortable substituting such shuf-
fling for real conversion. 
Fourth, church growth has diverted 
attention away from the nurturing aspect 
of the Great Commission. This commis-
sion tells the church to "make disciples" 
of all nations. Such discipling involves 
nurture. Yet, church growth principles 
advocate that even the nurturing institu-
tions be retooled for outreach. Even the 
Sunday school is to focus on outreach 
rather than nurture. No wonder the 
modern church is filled with immature 
Christians and superficial Christianity. 
It is a result of growth without nurture. 
Paul, I must admit that there are posi-
tive elements in the modern emphasis on 
church growth. Growth is one indica-
tion of a church's vitality. Yet, I would 
have several suggestions to offer to the 
church of the 20th century: 
1. The church should recommit itself 
to missionary endeavor to the unreached 
people of the world. 
2. Christians should recommit them-
selves to including many ethnic and cul-
tural groups in their local congregations. 
3. Congregations should cooperate 
to convert the unchurched rather than 
competing to attract Christians from 
other churches to their fellowship. 
4. The nurturing of Christians should 
no longer be thought of as less impor-
tant than outreach to new persons; they 
are equally important aspects of the 
Great Commission. 
Thus, the church growth emphasis of 
the 20th century can fulfill, rather than 
inhibit, the Great Commission. 
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'Share the Hope' 
Daily readings that 
define "hope" and 
illustrate how to share it. 
MARCH 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
F • 1 Hebrews 6:13-20 
S • 2 Hebrews 7:11-19 
S • 3 Hebrews 10:19-25 
M • 4 Hebrews 11:1-7 
T • 5 1 Peter 1:3-12 
W • 6 1 Peter 1:13-21 
T a 7 1 Peter 3:13-17 
F • 8 1 John 3:1-3 
Assurance 
S • 9 Isaiah 32:9-17 
S • 10 Acts 17:22-31 
M • 11 Col. 2:1-3 
T • 12 1 John 3:10-19 
W • 13 2 Tim. 3:10-14 
Confidence 
T • 14 Psalm 65:1-5 
F • 15 Psalm 118:1-9 
S o 16 Proverbs 3:21-26 
S • 17 Proverbs 14:26-27 
M • 18 Galatians 5:7-10 
T • 19 1 John 3:16-21 
W • 20 1 John 2:24-28 
T • 21 2 Chron. 13:12-20 
F • 22 2 Chron. 16:7-12 
S • 23 Isaiah 30:8-14 
S D 24 Isaiah 31:1-9 
M • 25 Isaiah 50:1-11 
Ways To Gain Hope . . . 
By believing 
T O 26 Matt. 21:23-27 
W • 27 Matt. 24:14-28 
T • 28 Mark 9:14-24 
F • 29 Mark 11:27-33 
S • 30 Luke 8:4-15 
S • 31 2 Chron. 20:20-21 
APRIL 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
M • 1 Psalm 119:65-72 
T • 2 Isaiah 43:10-15 
W • 3 Matt. 9:27-31 
T • 4 Matt. 21:28-32 
F • 5 Mark 9:20-24 
S O 6 Mark 9:42-50 
S • 7 Mark 11:20-26 
Used by permission of the National Association 
of Evangelicals. Box 28. Wheaton, IL 60187. 
teader& fasporyd 
For some time I have wanted to write 
a note of appreciation for the Evangeli-
cal Visitor. I have especially enjoyed the 
January issue: the challenge to open our 
church doors and hearts to persons with 
developmental or physical disabilities; 
the cultural and spiritual exchange be-
tween Japan and Lancaster; Thomas 
Hermiz's challenge to world evangelism; 
answers to prayers; the personal testi-
mony of Jim and Brenda Scott; the 
report on Ethiopia with information on 
slide presentation; and the articles con-
cerning the crisis of the American farmer. 
I was challenged and inspired by all of 
these writings. 
My heart was especially warmed to 
see the "Sanctity of Human Life" visual 
and to read Joseph Bayly's brief com-
ments pertaining to abortion. As a 
reader of the Evangelical Visitor, I would 
welcome news items relating the Church's 
response to abortions and a more com-
prehensive article or articles. 
Janet E. Wolfe 
Spring Mills, PA 
The January issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor has just arrived. As usual, it became 
priority reading. 
I normally resist the temptation to 
respond to the articles in the Visitor. But 
at times, I wonder about the basis for 
some of the assumptions and statements 
made. For example, I was intrigued with 
the perception that "most of their (Breth-
ren in Christ) new members are not new 
Christians, but transfers from other 
churches" (Onesimus, page 30). 
Reporting by Canadian pastors would 
seem to indicate the opposite. In 1983, 
of the 193 new members, 181 were con-
verts (new Christians) and only 12 were 
transfers. In 1984, of the 196 new mem-
bers reported, 146 came through con-
version and 50 were transferred from 
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other denominations. For this part of 
the brotherhood, it would be more accu-
rate to say, "Praise the Lord, most of 
their new members are new Christians." 
On the other hand, the Brethren in 
Christ Church has so many good things 
to offer, I'm surprised we don't have 
more Christians waiting to join us. Our 
positive emphasis on peace, pietism, 
brotherhood and the holy life is attract-
ing increasing numbers of believers. 
We should not be surprised, and 
should rejoice, when other Christians, 
seeing the truth and beauty of our doc-
trinal balance, want to become a part of 
the Brethren in Christ. 
Harvey R. Sider 
Fort Erie, Ontario 
In the recent January issue of the Vis-
itor, I was very much "shook up" over 
the letter from Onesimus. I couldn't 
understand his reason for writing such a 
letter. I came to the conclusion that per-
haps he is still quite young, and has not 
been around to the various congrega-
tions in our brotherhood. True, Onesi-
mus gave a very good history of the 
various "movements" in the Brethren in 
Christ church since its beginnings. 
The writer also said that many of the 
new members came from other churches. 
Did he read in the same issue of the 
Visitor that there were 250 people bap-
tized and united with the church, at one 
service. True, he would say, this was not 
in North America. 
I do say, after reading this article, I 
did not understand what the writer was 
trying to get at. How many souls has he 
won to the Lord in the last year? What 
did he accomplish in writing this letter? 
I'm afraid Onesimus has caused many 
to be more confused than he has been. 





A 6 0 Y F E E L 
S L E A Z V ! 
30 Evangelical Visitor 
editorial 
The Mennonite Central Committee held two annual 
meetings on January 24-26. MCC US met at Ft. Wayne, 
Ind., on the 24th and the bi-national meeting followed 
during the next two days at Berne, some 50 miles away. 
(MCC Canada had met at Leamington, Ontario the 
week before). 
As anyone knows who has observed meetings where 
lay committee members review the work of a profes-
sional staff, the style is predictable. The committee 
members are hard pressed to keep up with the flow of 
information, but are generally at their best when they ask 
questions. At Berne the MCC members asked questions. 
About midmorning on the final day I got a feeling that 
I had heard it all before, although this was the first MCC 
annual meeting that I had attended. The committee had 
just been through an intense discussion with Rich Sider, 
staff director for Central America about strategies there, 
and Frank Epp, chairman of the Peace Section, had 
waxed eloquent about the problem of wealth. 
Soon after this the assembly took a break and I had 
the opportunity to talk with John A. Lapp, who is due to 
become executive secretary of the organization on May 
1. "Was there anything new in this discussion?" I asked. 
"Not really," he said. 
Now obviously the details are new. But certain under-
lying questions have been with MCC throughout its 65 
years and they come up again and again and again. MCC 
has the broadest organizational and support base of any 
North American Mennonite entity. Mennonite-related 
groups which do not agree with one another on basic 
matters of teaching and practice, nevertheless relate to 
MCC. Such diverse support must surely make the task of 
those who devise and carry out strategies a delicate one. 
"How does MCC decide what to do," I asked John 
Lapp. 
"That's a terrible thing," he replied. "Primarily MCC 
has a large group of people over the world and they sense 
needs. Then Ethiopia becomes a big media stuff and 
money pours in—and we were in Ethiopia—suddenly 
you have a $7 million program in Ethiopia. It's a combi-
nation of need, presence, resources and publicity." 
The destiny of MCC is not in the hands of staff and 
committee members alone. At times priorities are set by 
world events and the responses of the programs' sup-
porters. 
This dilemma is spelled out year after year in the 
tension between providing relief for the starving, the 
shivering and the homeless, and the more basic work of 
"development." MCC spent S30 million in 1984, we were 
told, and the figure impressed us—$11 million higher 
than 1983. But in the face of the needs, it is acknowledged 
freely that MCC is only a "small player." How can the 
few resources be used most effectively? No one gave a 
clear answer to this. 
One opinion shared, however, was that the volume of 
V 
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materials distributed is not always the most significant 
part of it. For example, the material aid provided by 
MCC in 1984 was enough to fill 700 freight cars. Only 
one of these cars would have contained items such as 
school kits, layettes, bandages and health kits. Yet it was 
suggested that as a people-to-people exercise in loving 
and giving, these have had more significance than their 
relatively small volume would suggest. 
Another perennial question involves service in so-
called "contested areas," or in other words "war zones." 
This question came to the MCC members in two forms: 
one a general statement on the subject and the other a 
specific recommendation which included supporting two 
nurses who wish to move into areas of a contested Cen-
tral American country which are presently not controlled 
by either side. The proposal brought mixed response, but 
was basically supported after Peter Dyck and Margaret 
Metzler recounted their own experiences in contested 
areas during World War II and the Vietnam War. 
Then there is the question put to Paul Leatherman of 
Self Help: Are we promoting consumerism by selling 
jewelry and knick knacks? Leatherman had no answer 
except to say that nearly 50 percent of the wholesale 
value of these items goes back to the producers and that 
this is one of the best "development" methods MCC has. 
Again there is the question posed by Mark Keller, 
assistant director of MCC Central States. One contribu-
tor said, "I want to be sure this money won't be used to 
cram religion down anyone's throat." The next caller 
wanted to know how the Gospel will be given along with 
relief! 
Space fails to discuss the question of volunteers (will 
there be enough with the right skills?) the relation of 
volunteers to money, whether more should be drawn 
from third world countries and the delicate relationships 
between MCC Canada and MCC US. 
Despite these and other ambiguities Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee (not really a committee but a worldwide 
organization) continues to fly. It flies, I think, because 
MCC represents something deep in our soul, a belief that 
there has to be a better way than selfishness and violence 
and that in our own fumbling way we must set out to find 
and practice it. 
In a devotional meditation on the final day of the 
Berne meeting, Francis Bontrager Greaser called atten-
tion to Jeremiah who, when things in Judah seemed 
dismal and uncertain, was sent out to buy land from his 
ancestral home at Anathoth. "The best way to practice 
hopefulness," she said, "is to plan for the future . . . . 
This is the genius of MCC." 
Daniel Hertzler 
Daniel Hertzler is editor of Gospel Herald. A Meetinghouse 
article. 
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The love of a Christian family is a strong testimony (This is not 
the family in the article.) 
Multiplied 
witness of one 
by Eleanor Poe 
Many Latin American people tend to 
be exuberant and expressive. When they 
experience the transformation that Jesus 
Christ brings to their lives, even the shy 
ones share without being told they 
should. This spontaneous sharing is one 
of the secrets of the growth of the church 
in Nicaragua. 
"My father was very rebellious," Rosa 
told me as we ate lunch together. "He 
used to mock us when my mother and 
my sisters would return home from 
church. He said we were vagabonds who 
only liked to wander on the roads. 
When people from the church came to 
visit, he would leave the house in anger." 
It was hard for me to believe we were 
talking about the same person. The 
Francisco I knew as our neighbor who 
always greeted us with a big smile and 
"Dios te bendiga" (God bless you). He 
obviously enjoyed being a follower of 
Jesus Christ. What happened to change 
this man's life so drastically? 
It all started after the earthquake in 
1972. A niece of Rosa's mother became 
very ill. As the doctor gave no hope for 
the girl, a Christian nurse in the hospital 
begged the parents of the girl to allow 
her father to pray for the child. Several 
Christians prayed; the girl was com-
pletely healed; and the parents, Eliberto 
and Julia, accepted Christ, becoming 
the first believers in the family of Rosa's 
mother. 
Shortly thereafter, Rosa's Aunt Thel-
ma became ill. Her condition was very 
serious, so the family called the brother, 
Eliberto, whom they had previously rid-
iculed for his faith. He prayed and she 
was immediately healed. Now convinced 
of the power of God, Thelma, her hus-
band, Eduardo, and her mother Car-
men accepted Christ. 
After this, Rosa's teenage sister, Socor-
ro, developed a sudden and strange 
illness at a family drinking party. Her 
subsequent healing brought her mother 
Juana to faith in Jesus Christ. But in 
spite of all these dramatic acts of God, 
Francisco told missionaries Chuck and 
Cara Musser that he would die as he 
was. He did not need any kind of 
salvation. 
Francisco told me that he used to 
walk with his machete through the com-
munity looking for fights while his fam-
ily was in church. Sometimes he would 
wander past the church and listen for 
awhile, well concealed in the shadows. 
One night Francisco stood outside the 
door of the El Arroyo Brethren in Christ 
Church, watching a film about the prod-
igal son. Suddenly he saw himself as a 
prodigal son. Later at home, he asked 
his wife Juana what a person does to 
accept Christ. In the next service at 
church, Francisco surprised the congre-
gation by requesting prayer, and he joy-
fully became part of the family of God. 
Rosa continued her story. "When my 
father became a Christian, he imme-
diately went to tell his family who were 
very hard people. Except for a young 
nephew, everyone made fun of him. But 
just imagine, today many of his brothers 
and their families are following Jesus 
Christ because of my father." 
About three years ago, Grandmother 
Carmen noticed that a young couple in 
her rural neighborhood seemed very 
troubled. They were searching for mean-
ing in life in various cults and strange 
organizations. At the invitation of Car-
men, the shy young husband started 
attending the local Brethren in Christ 
church and accepted Christ. Soon his 
wife and her sister and husband fol-
lowed him. These two young families 
began to live as Christians in their 
homes among their parents and other 
relatives. Within a year their Aunt 
Teresa, impressed with the change in the 
home life of her nieces' families, decided 
to accept Christ. Quickly following was 
the conversion of four of her teenage 
and adult sons, two daughters, a daugh-
ter-in-law, and after some months, sev-
eral neighbor families. 
I wonder if that nurse ever learned 
what happened as the result of her wit-
ness to a distressed family 10 years ago. 
Her expression of love and concern 
started a miracle of changed lives. That 
miracle continues today as neighbors 
and friends of Grandmother Carmen, 
Thelma, Francisco, and Teresa expe-
rience the love of Jesus Christ and share 
it with their family and friends. 
Eleanor Poe is a Brethren in Christ mis-
sionary in Nicaragua. Her work is in training 
and discipling church leaders. 
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